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Suruchi endeavor in Skill/ Entrepreneur Development Domain 
 

Diploma in Dairy Technology (DDT) in alli-
ance with IGNOU 

Study Center authorized by School of Agriculture In-
dira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) Details 
as below: 

Academy of Dairy Skill Development (ADSkiD) 
Unit of Suruchi Consultants 
C-49, Sector-65, Noida U.P – 201307 
SC/PSC Code: 39018P 
Prog. In-charge: Mr. Sanjay Singhal 
Contact no. : +91-0120+4370845 
Email:  adskid39018p@gmail.com  

 
New admissions are closed  
  

Indian Dairy Map 2017 launched on 27th Oc-
tober, at Pune. 

Aspiring entrepreneurs might attend our in-
troductory session (Free) on how to set up 
dairy farm and plant on every 4thSaturday of 
Every month from 2 PM to 5 PM, Prior regis-
tration is must and for that contact our of-
fice. 
For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

  60th Dairy Entrepreneurship Development 
Program (DEDP) at Suruchi Consultants, C-
49, Sec-65, Noida.  Date will be announced 
soon. 

For more information please follow the link:  

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/3_58th%20DEDP%20MAy_june_2019.pdf 

4th Practical Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Program (PDEDP) at Suruchi 

Consultants, C-49, Sec-65, Noida, Dates will 
be announced soon. 

For more information please follow the link:  

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/train-
ing/9_14092019_PdEDP_brochure.pdf 

Dairy Startup Sensitization Program from 
farm to table in Noida. On 29th February, 
2020 
 

For more information please follow the link: 

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/training/8_21122019_DSSP.pdf 

Suruchi has launched Online Dairy Entrepre-
neurship Development Program (ODEDP). It 
is 12 weeks program. Registrations are open 
till 29th February,2020. 
Watch-
Video:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
5iS432VlGc8&t=42s 

For more information please visit on website 
http://skilldairy.com/ 

7th Regional Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-

ment Program (RDEDP) Dates will be an-
nounced soon. 

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/1_7th%20RDEDP%20Brochure.pdf 

Mandatory training “Food Saftey Supervisor” for 
dairy sector as per FSSAI is being organised  on 
25th & 26th of March 2020 .
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Indian News 

Uncontrolled use of critically important antibiotics in dairy cattle is making milk unsafe: CSE 

findings 
JUL 31, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/as-per-cse-report-on-antibiotics-used-for-dairy-cattle-the-milk-produced-is-high-in-

antibiotic-residue/ 

 
SE’s new assessment of antibiotic mis-

use in the dairy sector says milk is not 

safe. Centre for Science and Environ-

ment organised an online consultation with 

stakeholders on indiscriminate use of Antibiot-

ics on milch animals . It also shared concern 

over inadequate attention to testing antibiotic 

residues in milk . 

A wide spectrum of experts and participants 

from the FSSAI; the National Dairy Development 

Board (NDDB); the World Health Organization 

(WHO); the Department of Animal Husbandry 

and Dairying; the Central Drugs Standard Con-

trol Organisation;and representatives from spe-

cialised educational and research institutions, 

civil society bodies, and concerned departments 

from different states attended this event. 

Milk adulteration survey 2018 by FSSAI 

FSSAI conducted a national level milk adultera-

tion survey in 2018. A total of 6,432 samples of 

milk were collected from 1,103 towns/cities . 

These towns were having population above 

50,000. Samples were collected from the organ-

ised as well as from the un-organised sectors. 

The survey further showed that that 1.2 % of 

the samples had antibiotic residue above the 

permissible limits. Madhya Pradesh (23 out of 

335 samples), Maharashtra (9 out of 678 sam-

ples) and UP (8 out of 729 samples) were 

amongst the top three States with highest levels 

of Antibiotic residues were 

Most farmers CSE spoke to did not know about 

withdrawal period . This is the time after the 

last day an antibiotic is administered and before 

the milk is sold. Farmers must not sell milk cat-

tle during this period as it can increase chances 

of antibiotic residues in milk. 

Department of Animal Husbandry (DAHD) 

Farmer Manual recommends use of only peni-

cillin, gentamicin, streptomycin and enro-floxa-

cin on animals. Farmers, however, uses ceftio-

fur, amoxicillin, cloxacillin and ceftriaxone-sulb-

actam, ceftizoxime or ceftriaxone-tazobactum. 

CSE has recently published its assessment of an-

tibiotic use in the country’s dairy industry . It 

could is available on the website down-

toearth.org.in , and its findings are disturbing. 

“We have found that antibiotics are extensively 

misused in the dairy sector”; antibiotic residues 

remain largely untested in milk, an integral part 

of Indian diets, particularly of children. We are 

concerned about this , said CSE ‘s DG Sunita Na-

rayan. 

There is no protocol on sale and use of antibiot-

ics 

CSE’s assessment shows that dairy farmers in-

discriminately use antibiotics for diseases such 

as mastitis (infection/inflammation of the ud-

der). It is a common ailment in dairy animals. 

Often, these include critically important antibi-

otics (CIAs) meant for humans. The WHO has 

warned that these antibiotics should be pre-

served in view of the growing crisis of antibiotic 

resistance. 

These antibiotics ,despite a law against it ,are 

easily available without the prescription of a 

C 
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registered veterinarian and stocked at farms. 

Farmers often inject animals based on their 

own judgement of signs and symptoms of a dis-

ease without any veterinary supervision.  

CSE researchers also point towards inadequate 

focus on testing for antibiotic residues in the 

milk by some state milk federations. These fed-

erations later process it and sell packaged milk 

and dairy products under popular brands.  

The way forward 

CSE has suggested a series of measures such as 

limiting misuse of antibiotics, particularly CIAs, 

and no-use of HPCIAs; modifying existing stand-

ards for antibiotic residues in milk accordingly; 

ensuring antibiotics are not available without 

prescription; and undertaking routine surveil-

lance of antibiotic residues in milk.  

Summing up, Narainsaid: “What is really re-

markable and significant is that India is now 

talking about antibiotic resistance in the one-

health perspective. We must ramp up surveil-

lance and testing, put a complete stop to the 

use of critically important antibiotics and penal-

ise their use and work with farmers and the ag-

riculture-dairy sectors to innovate on solu-

tions.”  

 

Vijaya Dairy plans ₹250-crore mega unit 
July 31, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/vijaya-dairy-plans-250-crore-mega-unit/arti-

cle32237034.ece 

ijaya Dairy, promoted by Telangana 

State Dairy Development Cooperative 

Society, will set up a mega dairy at Ma-

midipally in Rangareddy district. 

The dairy unit will come up in an extent of 32 

acres. “We are going to spend ₹250 crore to de-

velop the mega dairy unit. It will have all the 

modern equipment to process the milk and pro-

duce value-added products,” T Srinivasa Yadav, 

Telangana Minister for Animal Husbandry, Fish-

eries and Dairy Development, has said. 

The unit will be set up at a land parcel owned 

by the Animal Husbandry Department at Ma-

midipally village in Rangareddy district. 

Animal Husbandry Department Director Lak-

shma Reddy and Vijaya Dairy Managing Director 

Srinivasa Rao signed a memorandum of under-

standing on Thursday to facilitate the 32-acre 

land parcel on lease for 99 years. 

The Minister has directed the Vijaya Dairy Man-

aging Director to finalise a blueprint for the new 

facility soon. 
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500 crores export subsidy for SMP could bring 270 million USD and 120 million smiles 
JUL 30, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/the-government-may-give-rs-500-crores-export-subsidy-for-smp-so-that-100000-mt-of-

stocks-could-be-cleared/ 

 
aharashtra government finally ended 

their scheme of collecting 1 million 

LPD of milk at Rs 25 per litre on tues-

day. The scheme was extended twice since April 

2020. Farmers associated with state coopera-

tives were the major beneficiaries. The total col-

lection of milk under this scheme could reach to 

maximum of 5.5 lakh litres per day. A total of 6 

crore litres of milk was collected under this 

scheme. The cooperatives are paying Rs 25-26 

per litres to the farmers . 

The private sector is buying milk from Rs 19-21 

per liter. Private sector will be reducing the 

price further to Rs 18 per liter soon. It is due to 

huge stocks of SMP and butter in the state. In-

dustry sources confirm a huge stock of 60-

70000 MT of SMP in Maharashtra alone. The 

private sector in the state has requested a bail 

out package for the sector. The demands are 

mainly to clear off the SMP and butter stocks 

through export subsidy . 

This situation is prevailing outside Maharashtra 

state also. State cooperatives in the country has 

also got around 170000 MT of SMP stocks (62% 

more than the last year). They also have 104000 

MT of Butter and 22000 MT of ghee . These 

stocks are respectively 40.50% and 47% more 

than last year same period. 

These state cooperatives have approached the 

government to give export subsidy to clear this 

stock. The government may also distribute 

these stocks through Anganwadis, schools, col-

leges and hospitals to COVID patient.  

An export subsidy Rs 500 Crores for milk pow-

der at Rs 50 per Kgs could help in clearing 

100000 MT of SMP stocks. The country will get 

around USD 270 million or Rs 2000 Crores 

worth of foreign exchange in return. India’s ex-

ports of dairy products soared to 3376 Crores or 

180688 MT in 2018-19 because of export sub-

sidy. 

The government will have to take a decision fast 

as flush season is approaching . High milk pro-

duction and huge stocks of SMP and butter 

would kill the dream of Atma nirbhar dairying 

atleast. The government could always extend Rs 

500 Crores from so many funds lying unused 

under DAHD, DIDF , NDP-2 etc . Farmer’s sur-

vival today may be more important than dairy 

infrastructural development tomorrow. It is just 

a matter of priorities. 
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Antibiotics extensively misused in dairy sector: survey 
JULY 29, 2020 20:25 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/antibiotics-extensively-misused-in-dairy-sector-survey/arti-

cle32223803.ece 

 
ntibiotics are extensively misused in 

the dairy sector and its residues remain 

largely untested in milk, which is an in-

tegral part of Indian diets, particularly of chil-

dren, noted a recently published survey report 

by the Centre for Science and Environment 

(CSE) which on Wednesday organised an online 

meeting on antibiotic use in the dairy sector. 

“We are concerned. While we continue to 

struggle against COVID-19, we are staring at an-

other pandemic-like situation — that of antibi-

otic resistance fuelled by the way we are pro-

ducing our food, which has become chemical-

intensive,” said CSE director general Sunita Na-

rain. 

The meeting was attended by a wide spectrum 

of experts and participants from the Food 

Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), 

the National Dairy Development Board (NDDB); 

the World Health Organization (WHO), the De-

partment of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, 

the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisa-

tion and representatives from specialised edu-

cational and research institutions, civil society 

bodies, and departments concerned from 

States. 

Growing crisis of resistance 

The CSE’s assessment shows that dairy farmers 

indiscriminately use antibiotics for diseases 

such as mastitis (infection/inflammation of the 

udder), a common ailment in dairy animals. Of-

ten, these include critically important antibiot-

ics (CIAs) for humans — the WHO has warned 

that they should be preserved in view of the 

growing crisis of antibiotic resistance. 

India is the world’s largest milk producer — it 

produced a massive 188 million tonnes in 2018-

19. Urban areas consume 52% of it, and the un-

organised sector, comprising milkmen and con-

tractors, caters to 60% of this consumer base; 

the remaining demand is met by dairy coopera-

tives and private dairies which represent the or-

ganised sector. 

“The abused antibiotics — despite a law against 

it — are easily available without the prescrip-

tion of a registered veterinarian and stocked at 

farms. Farmers often inject animals based on 

their own judgment of signs and symptoms of a 

disease without any veterinary supervision,’’ 

noted the CSE in its report. 

Inadequate focus 

The CSE researchers also point towards inade-

quate focus on testing for antibiotic residues in 

the milk collected by some State federations, 

which process it and sell packaged milk and 

dairy products under popular brands. 

“Farmers often sell milk while the animal is un-

der treatment, which increases the chances of 

antibiotic residues. While milk sold directly to 

consumers is not tested, contrary to what one 

would expect, processed milk sold in packets is 

also largely unchecked for antibiotic residues,” 

says Amit Khurana, programme director, food 

safety and toxins programme, CSE. 
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Seven listed dairy stocks almost doubled their investor’s wealth during Covid 
JUL 29, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/seven-listed-dairy-stocks-almost-doubled-their-investors-wealth-during-covid/ 

 
he whole world is facing the wrath of 

Covid-pandemic since early this year. 

Most businesses were shut down during 

the lock down and have not been in a position 

to recover till now. During the same period, es-

sential products witness higher demand. Milk 

and milk products emerged as the least im-

pacted sector during the pandemic at domestic 

consumption levels. 

Money control did a crisp analysis on dairy 

product companies’ share price performance 

during this pandemic. Most dairy companies 

have given a reasonable return and seven com-

panies on this list have given a remarkable 50 

percent plus return from March 23 till now . 

(Data Source: ACE Equity) 

Modern Dairies share price has risen 113 per-

cent in the last four months. The share price on 

July 27 was Rs 4.05. On March 23, it was 

Rs 1.90. 

Kwality share price has surged 106 percent in 

the last four months. The share price on July 27 

was Rs 3.24. On March 23, it was Rs 1.57. The 

interesting part is that this company is under 

NCLT and not fully operational. 

Heritage Foods share price has gone up 72 per-

cent in the last four months. The share price on 

July 27 was Rs 293.50 and on March 23, it was 

Rs 170.35. 

Parag Milk Foods share price has increased by 

68 percent in the last four months. The share 

price on July 27 was Rs 88.40. It was Rs 52.65 on 

March 23. 

Hindustan Foods share price has risen by 

64 percent in the last four months. The share 

price on July 27 was Rs 705.25 and Rs 429.10 on 

March 23. 

Hatsun Agro Products’ share price has gone 

up 64 percent in the last four months. The share 

price on July 27 was Rs 674.30 and on March 

23, it was Rs 412.20. 

Vadilal Industries’ share price has gone up by 

48 percent in the last four months. The share 

price on July 27 was Rs 627.30 and Rs 423.75 on 

March 23.
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Cheese will no more be Cheezzy : FSSAI amends regulation on analogues and testing of 

ghee purity 
JUL 29, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/new-regulation-will-bring-more-clarity-on-dairy-nomenclature-as-well-ghee-purity/ 

 
ssai has finally notified the draft regula-

tion to amend the FSS 2011 regulations 

for bringing in more clarity on standards 

for milk and milk products. Adulteration of ghee 

and use of dairy terms by the manufacturers of 

analogues imitating cheese, paneer and other 

fat rich dairy products became very common at 

the market place. The marketers were cheating 

on consumers through mis labeling and getting 

benefit of doubt due to consumer’s ignorance. 

The food regulator on July 27th notified this 

amendment under a draft regulation. As per the 

amendment an analogue in the dairy context 

means an imitation product that is designed or 

structured to mimic, or 

offered as an alternative/replacement to, a milk 

or milk product or composite milk product as 

defined in these regulations by partial or full 

substitution of selected milk components with 

other components from 

non-dairy sources, or prepared by using non-

dairy ingredient(s) exclusively or in combination 

with dairy ingredients.” This journey was 

flagged off first by Sh Pawan Agarwal around 

two years back while he was CEO of FSSAI. We 

thank him for his passion to deliver safe milk to 

everyone. 

The nomenclature of an analogue product, de-

fined in sub-item (ba) under item 1 of sub-regu-

lation 2.1.1, as provided on the label shall be re-

flective of the true nature of the product. 

Provided also that for such products, dairy term 

or phonetically similar or spell alike terms shall 

not be used in the nomenclature of the prod-

uct. However, the name of the dairy ingredient 

used in the product 

shall be indicated in the list of ingredients, 

wherever applicable. Current CEO of FSSAI Sh 

Arun Singhal has also shared his concern while 

selecting milk amongst the top five products for 

continuous surveillance. 

“All milk and milk products, including composite 

milk products, as defined in sub-item b,e,f,h and 

i of item 1 of this sub-regulation can exclusively 

use the following logo on the product label.” 

This would help all the consumers to immedi-

ately differentiate milk based dairy products 

from analogues or imitation products. 

The menace of ghee adulteration would also be 

over after the implementation of the this draft 

regulation. Apart from other amendments, the 

regulator has made test for absence of β-sitos-

terol mandatory in all categories of milk fat/but-

ter oil, anhydrous milk fat and ghee. Regulator 

has also specified a method of testing β-sitos-

terol in ghee for the benefit of FBO.The manu-

facturer will have to get the fatty acid profile of 

ghee also tested as it is unique to fat derived 

from milk. Earlier standards and testing meth-

odolgies were insufficient to test the adultera-

tion of edible oils in milk. 
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FSSAI and ASCI verifying immunity claims of food products launched during Covid 
JUL 28, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/fssai-and-asci-verifying-immunity-claims-of-food-products-launched-during-covid/ 

 
airy and food companies launched a 

large number of healthy products dur-

ing the lock down period. There are 

three key elements of new product develop-

ment namely health and nutrition, indulgence 

and convenience. Most of the companies fo-

cussed on health and nutrition while developing 

and launching their products.  

Ayush ministry also ran extensive awareness 

campaigns to promote use of immunity boost-

ers like Haldi, tulsi, ginger etc. Dairy industry 

took this opportunity to launch flavored milk 

with these variants.  

Hotels, restaurants and canteens consumes a 

lot of value added dairy products. All of these 

consumption points underwent a closure during 

the lock down period. The demand of dairy 

products declined by nearly 20-25 % due clo-

sure of this segment only. 

The demand for on the go beverage also 

slumped down as 80% due to limited move-

ment of people . The food companies started to 

develop innovative products to create Covid 

specific demand opportunity. The products of-

fered health benefit through immunity boosting 

with a capacity to induce indulgence through 

taste . 

Immunity boosting claims beyond food category 

Such product launches were not limited to food 

industry but companies launched immunity 

boosting textiles as well as mattresses. Advertis-

ing Standards council of India (ASCI) as well as 

Food safety and standards authority of India 

took a serious note of all such claims. 

FSSAI put most of the products with immunity 

boosting claims under its scanner for verifica-

tion. It includes immunity fighting immuno 

bread, khakra, chyawan prash / haldi flavored 

ice creams and biryanis. 

Modern foods , Siyaram textiles and Arihant 

mattresses have removed their advertising cam-

paigns with immunity boosting claims. Chya-

wanprash ice cream is currently under scanner , 

the ice cream got a lot of resistance on social 

media also at the time of its launch.  

 

Maggi or Milk — what did Nestle sell most during the lockdown? 
Jul 28, 2020 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/maggi-or-milk-what-did-nestle-sell-most-during-the-lockdown-

5611321.html 

estle India, which, among other things, 

sells Maggi noodles, dairy products, 

coffee and chocolates, had a mixed 

April-June quarter, with profit rising 11.1 per-

cent year-on-year to Rs 486.6 crore but earn-

ings missing analyst expectations. 

The company, which follows a January-Decem-

ber financial year, announced its results April-

June 2020 results on July 28. 

Sales were boosted by a surge in “in-home con-

sumption” of products such as Everyday Dairy 

Whitener, Nestlé a+ Milk, and its other milk-

based portfolio products, including two variants 
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of coffee — Nescafe Classic and Nescafe Sunrise 

— in the first quarter. 

The company, however, did not reveal individ-

ual sales numbers for the various categories. 

 
Maggi rakes it in 

Maggi, Nestle India’s signature product, also 

witnessed robust growth towards the end of 

the quarter after initial supply constraints, the 

company stated in an earnings press release. It 

was among the first products to fly off the 

shelves at supermarkets immediately after the 

lockdown was first announced in March. 

The COVID-19 outbreak has driven up consump-

tion in the ready-to-cook category. Noodles 

have always been in great demand and now, 

with the lockdown being extended twice, noo-

dle makers have had to assure consumers on 

the availability of products, after a shortage was 

witnessed last month. 

The company refrained from revealing Maggi’s 

share in the noodles segment but analysts say it 

commands close to 50 percent of the market. 

The 'milk and nutrition’ category, however, is 

bigger than Maggi Noodles in Nestle India’s 

portfolio. 

Missing expectations 

The FMCG major’s June quarter earnings missed 

analyst expectations even as profit grew 11.1 

percent year-on-year to Rs 486.6 crore. COVID-

19-induced lockdowns disrupted its value chain 

and a fall in other income (by 48 percent) took a 

toll. However, this was mitigated somewhat by 

lower tax costs. 

Revenue from operations during the quarter in-

creased 1.7 percent to Rs 3,050.48 crore com-

pared to the same period last year. 

Domestic sales increased 2.6 percent YoY to Rs 

2,907.74 crore, but exports fell 9.3 percent to 

Rs 133.71 crore in the June quarter. 

“Sales were adversely impacted due to the 

Covid-19 induced lockdown, leading to produc-

tion disruption across factories,” Nestle India 

said in its BSE filing. 

“The past three months have witnessed volatil-

ity, uncertainty and stresses that we had never 

imagined before nor experienced. This led to 

disruptions across the value chain of the com-

pany that has impacted our results, though we 

have built back momentum strongly as we 

ended the quarter,” the company said in an 

earnings press release. 

“Relentless efforts, determined professional ac-

tions and abiding teamwork has led us to re-

store our eight factories almost to their pre-

COVID manufacturing capabilities and our distri-

bution capacity goes from strength to strength,” 

it added. 

The company delivered a strong performance in 

the e-commerce channel, which grew by 122 

percent in Q1 of FY21 and now contributes 3.6 

percent to domestic sales. 

On the operating front, earnings before inter-

est, tax, depreciation and amortisation (EBITDA) 

grew 4.9 percent year-on-year to Rs 747.6 

crore, lower than the CNBC-TV18 poll estimate 

of Rs 773 crore. The margin widened by 80 bps 

to 24.5 percent YoY in the quarter ended June 

2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Shankar Chaudhary announced Rs 1144 crores hike in payment by Banas dairy to member 

farmers 
JUL 28, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/shankar-chaudhary-announced-rs-1144-crores-hike-in-payment-by-banas-dairy-to-

member-farmers/ 

 
hankar Bhai Chaudhary chairman Banas 

dairy Palanpur announced 16.66% hike in 

payment to farmers amounting Rs 1144 

crores . He was addressing the 52nd Annual 

general meeting of Banas milk producers Union. 

This difference will be distributed amongst ex-

isting 3.5 lakh milk producers of the Union. Cur-

rently they are pouring around 73 lakh litres per 

day of milk at their respective societies.  

The milk collection at Banas dairy grew from 

29.96 lakh litres per day to a level of 59.67 lakh 

litres per day currently. Interestingly the milk 

transportaion cost has come down from 36 

paisa per liter to 33 paisa per liter despite the 

surge in diesel prices. This is a true example of 

good governance and economies of scale.  

In last five years the assets of Banas dairy has 

increased from 879 crore to Rs 2792 crores. The 

turnover has also increased from Rs 5441 to Rs 

12170 Crores during the same period. The cattle 

feed production levels have also increased to 

1800 MT from 1000 MT five years back. Bans 

dairy’s capital has also surged from Rs 251 

crores to Rs 649 crores today. 

Banas Union has now identified potato farming 

and processing as a new area to support its 

member farmers in North Gujarat. Soon we may 

have a new category of frozen potato based 

products under Amul brand name as mentioned 

by R S Sodhi at the recently held AGM of 

GCMMF. 

 

 

FSSAI’s standards of Paneer creates opportunity for differentiation 
JUL 27, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/fssais-standards-of-paneer-creates-opportunity-for-differentiation/ 

 
ovid times has taught us a lot about 

healthy and nutritious food. Consumers 

became more aware on their food se-

lection and intake. The consumption of animal 

meat products reduced to very low level . It was 

because of the fact that Corona has emanated 

out of an animal. Social media has promoted 

the immunity boosting qualities of paneer in a 

big way. 

As per a research done in 2011, around 5% of 

total milk produced in India is converted into 

paneer . This sector is showing double digit 

growth since last few years. Large dairies like 

Amul, Gowardhan, Gopalji Ananda, Milkymist, 

etc have seen a huge growth in demand of 

paneer during lockdown period. Paneer is pri-

marily made by the unorganized sector in most 

unhygienic conditions. There is a huge potential 

of this product to become part of organised 

supply chain of dairy sector. 
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These developments made Panir and Cheese 

the first choice of Indian consumers. Indian 

households made Pizza, pasta and burgers at 

home for kids during the lockdown with cheese. 

Panir on other hand emerged out as a complete 

and wholesome choice of all members of Indian 

households. 

Indian dairy products lack varieties 

One of the major issue with Indian dairy indus-

try is that it lacks innovation and variety. We 

have been consuming same one variant of but-

ter and paneer since ages. In country like France 

there are close to 5000 varieties of cheese 

alone. So why can not we have varieties of dairy 

products in our country. Flavouring paneer with 

herbs and other condiments offers a great op-

portunity for differentiating paneer. 

Difference between Paneer and Cheese 

Most of the consumers always use the terms 

paneer and cheese interchangeably. The key 

difference between these two products is the 

medium of coagulation of milk. The medium of 

coagulation for making channa and paneer are 

food grade organic acids. The coagulating me-

dium for cheese making are cultures and en-

zymes. 

As per FSSAI , Paneer can be manufactured un-

der three categories. Normal or high fat, me-

dium fat and low fat. The moisture limit of nor-

mal fat and medium fat is 60% for paneer and 

65% for Channa. In case of low fat channa and 

paneer this limit is 70 %. 

Today’s generations avoid fat in their diets be-

cause fat is no more considered as a healthy 

food. The classification of paneer by FSSAI has 

made it easier for the manufacturer to differen-

tiate this commoditised category. The standards 

by default gives rise to three categories of 

paneer. 

FSSAI’s standards for Paneer 

As per standards of FSSAI normal paneer and 

channa will have not less than 50% of fat, me-

dium will have 20-50% and low fat will have less 

than 20% fat on dry matter basis. In that case 

there is a natural opportunity for these catego-

ries of paneer to be high in protein . There are 

lots of opportunities in fusion by having paneer 

slices and paneer spreads similar to cheese cat-

egories. 

Paneer has numerous usage in Indian cuisines. 

It may be ranging from shahi paneer, matar 

paneer to Paneer tikka. It also used as a patty or 

cutlet or even pakodas also under snacking . 

High, medium and low fat classification by FSSAI 

has opened up lots of opportunities for dairy 

sector for innovation and new product develop-

ment in Paneer. Till date we are using the same 

paneer for making all the above paneer based 

dishes. In future we may have some choices …. 

An article from the editor’s desk : Kuldeep 

Sharma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Now its the turn of milk processors to declare procurement holidays in Maharashtra 
JUL 26, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/now-its-the-turn-of-milk-processors-to-agitate-in-maharashtra/ 

 
aharashtra state saw a lot of agita-

tions by various groups to get clarity 

on government’s policies to support 

dairy sector. The farmer groups stopped sup-

plies of milk to the plant for a day earlier in this 

week. Now for the first time dairy processors 

are forced to take such action owing to dip in 

demand for milk. This was told by Gopalrao 

Mhaske, chairman ,Maharashtra Dairy Farmers 

and Processors Welfare Association. This associ-

ation is the umbrella body of private and coop-

erative dairies in the state. 

Major reason for the dairies to declare one day 

procurement holiday is lack of clarity on state 

government’s policy. The future of the state 

government’s scheme to procure excess milk 

from them is not clear. State government was 

procuring excess milk from dairies at Rs 25 per 

litre and converting the same into SMP and 

white butter. 

State government’s intervention to resolve 

dairy crisis 

The government promised to procure around 

10 lakh litres of milk every day during the lock-

down. The government collected nearly 5.61 

crore litres of milk till July 10. The collected milk 

was worth Rs 79 Crores. The scheme will end on 

July 27th after two extensions in the past. 

At the beginning of the nationwide lockdown, 

dairies in Maharahstra were paying farmers at 

the rate of Rs 30 per litre for milk with 3.5 per 

cent fat and 8.5 per cent solid-non-fat (SNF). 

The closure of hotels, restaurants and catering 

businesses had hit the industry hard, resulting 

in a massive drop in the sale of milk and milk 

products. The dip in demand brought about by 

the lockdown had seen dairies slashing their 

prices drastically to almost Rs 22.50 to Rs 17 per 

litre. 

SMP, which was trading at around Rs 300 per kg 

before the lockdown, has now touched the Rs 

160-170 per kg mark, resulting in major losses 

for dairies. Across Maharashtra, dairies have re-

ported around 70,000 tonnes of unsold SMP, 

while nationally the unsold stock is close to 2 

lakh tonnes. 

Mhaske is also a director with the Pune District 

Cooperative Milk Producers Union, the owners 

of Katraj brand. He said the union was procur-

ing 30,000 litres of excess milk per day. “Our 

sales, which were around 1.15 lakh litres, have 

since come down to 90,000 litres,” he said. 

Ongoing dairy farmer’s agitations in Maharash-

tra 

Milk procurement holiday is a necessary evil . 

Dairies do not purchase milk during a ‘procure-

ment holiday’ and suspend their milk collection. 

As per Mhaske the dairies will not opt for Milk 

holdiays if the state government continues with 

their current scheme of procuring excess milk. 

Earlier this week Ajit Nawale of milk producers 

Sangharsh Samiti said that they have demanded 

the subsidy of ₹10 per liter. He demanded an in-

tervention scheme to ensure that the farmers 

get at least ₹30 a litre as procurement price. 

The Opposition BJP also launched a state-wide 

agitation against the drop in prices. BJP leaders 

have submitted demands for a Rs 10 per litre 

subsidy for dairy farmers. They also de-

manded Rs 50 per kg subsidy for milk powder. 

Mhaske said similar schemes as suggested by 

various groups for the benefits of the farmers 

for the next few months will help dairies in Ma-

harashtra tide over the crisis. 
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MD of Mehsana district milk Union suspended 
JUL 26, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/md-of-mehsana-district-milk-union-suspended/ 

udhsagar dairy board has taken a deci-

sion to suspend it’s Managing Director 

Mr Nitish Baxi with immediate effect. 

600 MT of adulterated ghee caught from their 

Rajasthan based manufacturing facility. 

Dudhsagar manufactures milk and milk prod-

ucts under Amul and Sagar brands. The sample 

of ghee was first checked at Amulfed Gandhina-

gar plant . It contained 16% palm oil mixed in it.  

Local FDCA teams are also carrying out their in-

vestigation. Registrar of cooperatives at Ahmed-

abad directed the apex body of Amul to take 

strict action against the MD of the Mehsana Un-

ion. The Board of directors have charged the 

managing director for negligence in duty while 

suspending him. 

 

Ghee adulteration racket: Dudhsagar Dairy MD suspended 
Jul 25, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/ghee-adulteration-racket-dudhsagar-dairy-md-sus-

pended/articleshow/77156462.cms 

andhinagar: Following directions from 

the state government , Mehsana-based 

Dudhsagar Dairy (Mehsana District Milk 

Co-operative Federation Ltd) on Friday sus-

pended its managing director Nishit Baxi with 

immediate effect and informed the state gov-

ernment about the action. 

The government asked the Dudhsagar dairy 

board to take strict action after over 600 metric 

tonnes of ghee produced by the dairy under the 

Amul, Sagar and other brands, was found to be 

adulterated. The state registrar of co-operatives 

ordered an investigation and action against all 

those responsible. 

Investigations so far revealed that over 600 

metric tonnes of ghee, worth over Rs 47 crore, 

was adulterated with palm oil, at a dairy oper-

ated by Dudhsagar. Some 118 batches packed 

by Dudhsagar Dairy were been found to be 

adulterated with 16% palm oil. 

Another 512 metric tonnes of packed ghee is 

still at branch godowns of the dairy and samples 

of these will also be checked. If any are found to 

be adulterated, these will be sent back to 

Dudhsagar Dairy and it will be charged for the 

loss. 

D P Desai, registrar, co-operative societies, had 

said in an order that there is a clear case of neg-

ligence against the managing director of 

Dudhsagar Dairy and asked the board of direc-

tors to suspend him as it is not prudent for him 

to continue while an investigation is on. The of-

ficial said that even as investigation is on, the 

Gujarat Food and Drugs Control Administration 

(FDCA) ought to carry out an independent in-

vestigation into the racket. 
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India gets its first honey testing lab 
Jul 25, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/vadodara/india-gets-its-first-honey-testing-lab/arti-

cleshow/77157605.cms 

ADODARA/ ANAND: Milk city Anand is 

now home to country’s first accredited 

laboratory that can test nectar, a sym-

bol of well-being – the honey. 

A honey testing facility has come up as part of 

the Centre for Analysis in Livestock and Food 

(CALF), the multi-disciplinary laboratory of 

Anand-headquartered National Dairy Develop-

ment Board (NDDB). 

Narendra Singh Tomar, union minister for agri-

culture and farmers welfare, inaugurated the la-

boratory and bee-keeping training programme 

for dairy farmers from Delhi on Friday. 

It is the only accredited laboratory that can test 

honey samples as per FSSAI’s latest regulation 

by undertaking authenticity testing by using so-

phisticated analytical instruments and wet 

chemical analysis. The NABL accredited labora-

tory can also test honey as per requirement of 

BIS, AGMARK, Codex standards and Residue 

Monitoring Plan of Export Inspection Council 

covering pesticides, antibiotics, heavy metals 

and wet chemical testing. 

Tomar said that authenticity of honey has be-

come a serious issue as suppliers indulge in un-

ethical practices for economic gains. “The test-

ing facility at NDDB will help honey farmers, co-

operatives and honey industry in producing 

quality honey for domestic consumption and 

export by meeting regulatory requirements,” he 

said. Rath said that NDDB along with National 

Bee Board (NBB) had initiated the drive to pro-

mote scientific bee-keeping among farmers 

through cooperative network. 

 

 

Milk quality testing is high in priority list of FSSAI : Arun Singhal CEO FSSAI 
JUL 25, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/milk-quality-testing-is-high-in-priority-list-of-fssai-arun-singhal-ceo/ 

 
he Narendra Modi government plans to 

increase the quality checks on milk, edi-

ble oil, honey, meat and poultry. This 

was told to The print by FSSAI’s newCEO, Arun 

Singhal. It was his first media interaction . FSSAI 

will identify more food products that are sus-

ceptible to adulteration. It will also identify the 

hotspots where such adulteration takes place. 

Milk, edible oil, honey, meat and poultry are 

identified most sensitive products in terms of 

food safety in the beginning. The scope of survi-

ellance to identify hot spots and national levels 

surveys for milk and edible oils will be planned 

at big scale. 

FSSAI will also be focusing on periodic inspec-

tions and third-party audits of FBOs. FSSAI has 

already approved 30 rapid food testing kits and 

devices to ensure food testing at the fields. The 

samples may not be sent to laboratory for fur-

ther testing. 

The FSSAI has plans for strengthening testing la-

boratories infrastructure and new National 

Food Laboratories at Chennai and Mumbai. This 

will be done along with investment in training 

and capacity building of all lab technicians. 

FSSAI is soon going to introduce new regula-

tions for imported food products. Frozen foods 

in Pre-packaged food in a packed box or any 
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other container will be the focus area. These 

regulations will also take care of labeling norms 

in case of imported foods. 

Fssai is also working on ease of doing business 

at its FOSCOS platform for online registartion 

and licensing. The FSSAI is also in the process of 

strengthening the import clearance for food 

products. 

 

Indo-US Limited trade deal may impact dairy farmers unlimitedly 
JUL 25, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/limited-indo-us-trade-deal-may-impact-dairy-farmers-unlimitedly/ 

 
S economy is struggling to cope with 

the effects of the pandemic and the 

trade war with China and Mexico. 

Trump government is trying to strike a limited 

trade deal with India to save face during their 

presidential elections. There has been a sharp 

decline in dairy prices in US following tariff bar-

riers put up by China and Mexico. There is a 

huge stock pile of Cheese in the USA now. 

Devinder Sharma an agriculture and policy ex-

pert asked the minister Mr Piyush Goyal to have 

an inclusive approach while drafting the FTA. 

There are chances that experts in the country 

might give better plans. 

Limited trade deal a threat to Indian farmers 

There is a fear in the heart of Indian agriculture 

experts that this limited trade deal may pose 

unlimited threats to millions of Indian farmers. 

Farmers in Haryana, Punjab and Rajasthan have 

been demonstrating and demanding reinstate 

of MSP as their legal right. This week they made 

a symbolic protest while driving their tractors. 

They handed over memorandums against the 

ordinances to district officials. The Government 

is yet to respond to the protests. 

Easing out market access in the Indian Dairy 

sector for US products is the major clause in the 

deal. The US dairy industry is facing problems 

and prices of milk has crashed. The closure of 

HORECA segment is pushing the dairy players in 

the US to look for exporting their stocks to huge 

markets like India. 

Indian denied RCEP last year 

Earlier, India had refused to join the RCEP (Re-

gional Comprehensive Economic Partnership), a 

grouping of 15 countries last year. Trade agree-

ment with RCEP would lead to dumping of dairy 

products from Australia and New Zealand and 

affect adversely India’s dairy farmers was then 

the reasoning offered. But now India is finding it 

difficult to say no to maintain its stand to not to 

allow dairy imports. 

India wants the US to reinstate GSP status for 

Indian products and shrimp exports. The US had 

so far refused to heed to this. Partial releif 

through concessional tarriffs are seen currently 

as an interim relief to India. 

World milk price in July as per IFCN 

As per Torsten Hemme Managing Director IFCN, 

Germany , currently milk prices and cheese 

prices in the USA have sky rocked. They are 

much above the level of February. They are also 

above the world price and the India prices. This 

means that currently in a free trade scenario in-

dia dairy farmers could have benefited as their 

dairy products are by far more competitive. This 

would have then increase the india farm gate 

prices. Of course all depends on Indian dairy 

farmers cost comptetiveness and india dairy 
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prices vs world and USA. This is what IFCN is 

monitoring. 

IFCN estimates the world milk price(4% fat, 

3.3% %protein) at a level of 37 Us$/100 kg or 

27.4 Rupees/kg milk. Considering that India’s 

cow milk has lower content than 4%fat, 3.3% 

protein this means that the IFCN world milk in 

india cows milk content can be see as high as 30 

rupees/kg milk. However the dairy commodities 

stock position within India would also have to 

be considered . 

In this turbulent times when dairy farmers in 

different states like Maharashtra, Karnataka, 

etc are agitating for milk subsidy. The country is 

sitting over 200000 MT of SMP and almost half 

of that in butter stocks. Under this circum-

stances such move may prove to be fatal for al-

ready ailing dairy sector where milk prices have 

already gone down by around 15-20% in last 4 

months. Cheaper imports from US may further 

reduce the milk prices in India in forthcoming 

flush season.  

 

Nestlé is launching a vegan version of Carnation condensed milk 
24th July 2020 

https://www.veganfoodandliving.com/news/nestle-is-launching-a-vegan-version-of-carnation-condensed-milk/ 

estlé is launching a vegan version of its 

popular Carnation condensed milk 

product 

Multinational food and drink conglomerate 

Nestlé is getting set to launch a dairy-free ver-

sion of its classic Carnation condensed milk 

product which can be used in a range of dishes 

from pies to caramel sweets. 

According to The Grocer, the vegan condensed 

milk will be available to purchase online via 

Ocado from September, and will be rolled out 

to Tesco and Morrisons supermarkets in Octo-

ber. 

The product is set to retail at £2.19 for a 370g 

tin compared to £1.70 for a 397g tin of standard 

Carnation condensed milk. 

Nestlé launches plant-based cheese and bacon 

for its ‘incredible’ plant-based burger 

M&S launches vegan cornettos and magnums in 

its Plant Kitchen range 

Danone launches its first plant-based Actimel 

yoghurt drink range 

Nestlé has been developing the innovative 

product for 18 months according to Nestlé’s 

marketing lead for dairy brands UK Vittoria 

Simms who told The Grocer: “It has been a chal-

lenge for vegans to find suitable alternatives to 

make dairy or caramel-based sweets treats or 

desserts, without having to compromise on 

taste, texture or appearance.” 

Animal cruelty 

Whilst it is encouraging to see large corpora-

tions are embracing plant-based foods and 

seeking to create new meat-free products to 

meet growing demand, an undercover investi-

gation of a dairy farm that supplies an ice-

cream brand owned by Nestlé has revealed 

what campaigners describe as ‘senseless and vi-

olent abuse of mother cows and their defence-

less calves’. 

The company also has a long history of animal 

testing and in 2015 Cruelty Free Interna-

tional ran an exposé which found, among other 

things, Nestle researchers starved mice for 23 

hours then force-fed them cinnamon to see if it 

could be used to treat obesity in humans. 

Nestlé also has a murky past when it comes to 

human rights issues to and is well known for the 

baby formula scandal where it aggressively 

pushed its breastfeeding formula in less eco-

nomically developed countries to the poor, 

without proper education on how to use it, 

where it was mixed with unsanitary water leav-

ing babies at risk of illness and death. 
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Margarine may be banned for the sake of dairy farmer: Gadkari wrote to PM Modi 
JUL 24, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/margarine-may-be-banned-for-the-sake-of-dairy-farmer-gadkari-wrote-to-pm-modi/ 

 
r Nitin Gadkari minister Road and 

transport and MSME has appealed 

the Prime minister to ban sale of 

margarine in the country. Mr Gadkari wrote to 

the prime minister after Mr Kedar , dairy minis-

ter of Maharashtra made a similar request cit-

ing the harms of consuming margarine. 

Currently dairy farmers of Maharashtra are agi-

tating against the lower milk procurement 

prices due to Covid. They are demanding an in-

crease in milk price as well as subsidy on the 

lines of neighbouring states. Mr Gadkari met a 

few of the leaders of agitating dairy farmers re-

cently.  

Letter to the PM 

A letter written by Mr Gadkari to the prime 

minister reads as follows . ” I urge you to in-

struct the officials concerned in FSSAI and min-

istry of Consumer Affairs to get the harmful ef-

fects of margarine examined and look at impos-

ing a ban/restriction on it as has been done in 

many other countries. A campaign educating 

consumers about the difference between the 

two products and the associated health impact 

may be launched. Thirdly, adequate labelling 

should be ensured where margarine is used to 

allow consumers to make informed choices.” 

Analogues are attacking dairy farmer’s income 

more 

Earlier . Mr Kedar wrote to Sh Giriraj singh ear-

lier complaining the food joints which are in-

dulged in the rampant illegal substitution of 

butter with margarine. This has caused huge 

economic losses to genuine dairy farmers and 

deception to the consumers. He added that 

both products are different with distinct nutri-

tional values and use. 

5,000 tonne of table butter and margarine is 

produced every day, in India. Table butter costs 

Rs 400 per kg while margarine is Rs 100 per kg. 

Industry sources said margarine is a preferred 

choice because of its lower cost. He added that 

around 25 to 30 per cent of the table butter is 

substituted by margarine. 

Kedar has urged the Centre to ban the use of 

margarine as a substitute to butter. He has 

called for amendments in Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) standards 

to prevent illegal substitution of butter with 

margarine. 

Different colours could be used to differentiate 

margarine from butter in developed world. This 

can be introduced in India too, he noted. He has 

also appealed to the Centre to direct FSSAI to 

suitably modify the regulations of margarine to 

protect the interest of large consumers’ health 

and poor milk farmers’ economy. 
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FICCI organised a webinar on Development of Indian Dairy Sector 
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ICCI organised a webinar on ‘Develop-

ment of Indian Dairy Sector’to capture 

the insights from dairy experts. Mr Atul 

Chaturvedi , Secy said that the dairy sector was 

facing a crisis before the onset of the pandemic. 

However, the industry was able to turn the 

COVID crisis into an opportunity. There was an 

improvement in supply of milk substantially by 

cooperatives. The average liquid milk consump-

tion by cooperatives was higher during the pe-

riod. He added that average procurement price 

of milk also increased, which helped 1.7 crore 

farmers.    

He also said that India’s dairy industry is one of 

the fastest growing sectors in the world . It has 

set the goal to double its processing capacity 

from 53.5 MMT to 108 MMT by 2025. The gov-

ernment in its vision 2025 for the dairy sector 

also aims to increase value-added products 

from 23% to 40%. Increasing India’s exports 

share in the world from 0.36% to 10%, is an-

other goal, he added.  

Five key opportunities in India dairy sector 

Mr Chaturvedi said that the Indian dairying is Rs 

10 lakh crore industry with significant growth 

potential. He highlighted the five key invest-

ment opportunities for the private sector. It in-

cluded production and supply of affordable 

compound cattle feed; enhancing chilling infra-

structure by setting up new BMCs; setting up 

processing infrastructure; enhancing processed 

milk distribution capacity; and enhancement of 

D2C milk supply across top consumption 

hubs.     

Mr Siraj Hussain,  urged the government to look 

at ways to improve dairy development in east-

ern parts of India. He added that FSSAI should 

engage the private sector to compile data on 

milk processing capacity of the dairy sector. 

Mr Mohit Bhasin, Partner, KPMG said that India 

lags behind in share of processed milk products 

and yield per animal. He added that processed 

milk, value added milk products and healthy 

beverages can become the high growth seg-

ments. 

Two types of security by dairying 

Mr R S Sodhi, MD Amul said that dairy sector 

provides nutrition along with sustainable liveli-

hood to 70 million farmers.   Dairy sector is all 

set to move to the next level of development. It 

will see improvement in productivity, brand In-

dia in milk segment, product innovation and in-

creasing penetration of organised segment. He 

felt that with efforts dairy could become an at-

tractive profession for future generations. 
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Dr Prashant Shinde from Cargill said that for fu-

ture growth of milk output, availability of feed 

and fodder is important. The farmers must be 

made aware of silage making, use of compound 

feed and best dairy farming practices. He added 

compound feed can not only increase milk yield 

but also enhance net profitability of dairy farm-

ers. 

Technology holds the key to dairy development 

Mr Ranjith Mukundan, CEO Stellapps Technolo-

gies said that the dairy sector holds immense 

potential to put rural economy on track. The 

use of high-end technologies can transform the 

dairy value chain . The technology unlocks ac-

cess to relevant insights on products and ser-

vices at the right time to small holder farmers. 

He added that quality and traceability solutions 

can make India an export hub in dairy. Data 

driven decisions in dairy farming can also lead 

to building smart dairy value chain. 

Mr Dilip Chenoy, Secretary General, FICCI told 

about the objective of the Webinar. It was 

mainly to point policies to enhance milk produc-

tion for doubling farmers’ income. Promoting 

entrepreneurship and value creation along with 

dairy value chain shall be other objectives. FICCI 

released a white paper on Development of dairy 

sector in India during the webinar. 

 

 

Dairy veteran Shamalji Patel elected as GCMMF chairman 
July 23, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/dairy-veteran-shamalji-patel-elected-as-gcmmf-

chairman/article32170506.ece 

he cooperative leader from North Guja-

rat, Shamal Patel has been unanimously 

elected as the chairman of ₹52,000-

crore dairy giant Gujarat Cooperative Milk Mar-

keting Federation (GCMMF) replacing the in-

cumbent Ramsinh Parmar after the election at 

the 'Amul' marketer. 

Patel's nomination was proposed by Ramsinh 

Parmar, out-going chairman and chairman, 

Kaira district cooperative milk union and sup-

ported by Shankar Chaudhary, chairman, 

Banaskantha district milk union. Patel heads the 

Sabarkantha District Cooperative Milk Produc-

ers' Union Ltd - known as Sabar Dairy - one of 

the 18 member unions of GCMMF having a 

turnover of over ₹5,700 crore with 3.8 lakh milk 

producers. 

For the post of Vice President, dairy leader from 

Kutch, Valamji Humbal, Chairman of Kutch Dis-

trict Cooperative Milk Producers' Union, known 

as Sarhad Dairy, has been elected. Humbal's 

nomination was proposed by Jetha Bharwad, 

chairman, Panchmahal district milk union and 

supported by Mohan Bharward, chairman, Ah-

medabad district milk union. Sarhad dairy has 

an annual turnover of over ₹550 crore with one 

lakh milk producers. 

The election was conducted by the Deputy Col-

lector, Anand in the presence of 18 members 

who are chairmen representing their district 

milk unions in the state. Both the leaders were 

elected unanimously on Thursday at Anand. 

GCMMF has a tradition of unanimous elections 

of its Chairmen since the inception in 1973 un-

der the founder chairman Dr Verghese Kurien. 

Soon after the election, Patel said, "The dairy 

cooperatives of Gujarat have been successful 

since last seven decades due to high values and 

standards set by its founder leaders like Tribhu-

vandas Patel and Dr Verghese Kurien. The com-

bination of dynamic farmer leadership and pro-

fessional management has made federation the 

largest food organization in the country." 

Vice-Chairman Humbal said, "India has become 

the largest milk-producing country in the world 

due to the replication of Amul model across the 

country. GCMMF will continue to work in close 
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coordination with all to strengthen the coopera-

tive movement and also support milk producers 

of other states if such a need arises. " 

The group turnover of GCMMF combining the 

turnover of all the constituent member unions 

and GCMMF for all products sold under the 

'Amul' brand has exceeded ₹52,000 crore or 

USD 7 billion for 2019-20. 

 

Major Crackdown by inter-district food team to check adulteration of milk and milk prod-

ucts 
July 23, 2020 

http://punjabnewsexpress.com/punjab/news/major-crackdown-by-inter-district-food-team-to-check-adulteration-

of-milk-and-milk-products-116113.aspx 

HANDIGARH:In a Major Crackdown at 

night by inter-district food team to 

check adulteration of milk and milk 

products, the supply chain of spurious paneer 

being sold at a very low price has been traced, 

informed K.S.Pannu, Commissioner FDA Punjab. 

The raid which was conducted on tip off to 

break supply chain of adulterated and sub-

standard milk and milk products started on 

Wednesday morning, continued overnight. This 

included checking the premises of dealer of 

dairy equipment and reagents, manufacturing 

unit of paneer and retailer of cheap spurious 

paneer. 

Raid started with Aggarwal Equipment PVR Ltd, 

near the bus stand in Ludhiana. The owner's 

shop and godowns were inspected and samples 

of desi ghee were taken. This led the team to 

raid a paneer manufacturing unit Mukand Milk 

Centre in village Matoi, Malerkotla, district San-

grur. Milk in the unit was brought from Raja-

sthan without maintaining proper colds chain. 

The team then traced another retailer Luxmi 

Dairy, Tibba road ludhiana who was selling 

paneer at very low price. Inspection and sam-

pling were done. The raid led to seizure of 135 

litres of ghee, 8000 litres of milk in milk tanker 

from Rajasthan, 1200 litres of milk in another 

centre and 100 kg of paneer in Luxmi dairy. 

Under tandrust Punjab mission, as per direc-

tions of Health Minister Mr. Balbir Singh Sidhu, 

such raids were being conducted to check the 

sale of milk and milk products which are not 

conforming to standards laid by Fssai are likely 

to continue, informed Commissioner FDA. 

The inspection Team comprised of assistant 

commissioner food Mr. Amrit pal Singh Sodhi, 

food safety officer Sandeep Singh and food 

safety officer Yogesh Goyal. 

 

Ghee adulteration at dairy being probed 
Jul 23, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/ghee-adulteration-at-dairy-being-probed/arti-

cleshow/77114792.cms 

ALANPUR: Gujarat Food and Drugs Con-

trol Administration (FDCA) has started 

collecting and checking ghee samples of 

Mehsana’s Dudhsagar Dairy after reports of 

adulteration Sources said that FDCA teams from 

Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar have started the 

drive since Tuesday and are expected to con-

tinue their inspection on Thursday as well. 

The move comes after a major controversy sur-

faced during a board meeting of Dudhsagar 

Dairy when a couple of board members ques-

tioned the chairman and managing director 

over reports of rampant adulteration in ghee. A 
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letter written by RS Sodhi, managing director of 

the Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federa-

tion Limited (GCMMF) to the dairy’s board 

members caused a flutter during the meeting. 

“It was through this letter that we came to 

know that GCMMF had asked to stop dispatch 

of 600 metric tonnes of ghee worth Rs 40 crore 

as of the 172 batches, 118 were found unfit,” 

said board member Ashok Chaudhary. 

Sodhi’s letter also stated that there is other 512 

metric tonnes ghee in the dairy’s godown, sam-

ples of which will also be tested. “If the samples 

are found adulterated, the entire bulk will be 

returned to Mehsana dairy which will have to 

bear the expense,” the letter stated, adding 

that it is responsibility of board members to 

keep a check on such things that result in dam-

age to the milk union and income of farmers. 

Last month, a sample of ghee dispatched from 

the Dudu plant in Rajasthan was found adulter-

ated after the local police there stopped a 

tanker coming to Mehsana. The sample checked 

at AmulFed, Gandhinagar contained around 

16% palm oil. 

 

 

Suspend MD, govt tells Dudhsagar dairy 
Jul 23, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/suspend-md-govt-tells-dudhsagar-dairy/arti-

cleshow/77116831.cms 

ANDHINAGAR: Swinging into action as 

the ghee adulteration racket involving 

Dudhsagar dairy gained huge propor-

tions, the registrar of co-operatives asked the 

board of directors of the dairy to suspend its 

managing director on ground of dereliction of 

duty. The registrar of co-operatives also asked 

the milk audit office, Mehsana, to initiate crimi-

nal proceedings against all involved in the adul-

teration racket. 

D P Desai, registrar, co-operative societies, said 

in an order that there is a clear case of negli-

gence against the managing director of 

Dudhsagar dairy and it is not prudent for him to 

continue as MD while an investigation is on. 

Investigations so far have revealed that 600 

metric tonnes of ghee were adulterated with 

palm oil at a unit operated by Dudhsagar dairy 

in Rajasthan, causing a loss of Rs 40 crore to the 

dairy. So far, ghee of 118 batches have been 

found to be adulterated with 16% palm oil. 

Another 512 metric tonnes of packed ghee is 

still lying at branch godowns of the dairy and 

their samples are being collected for tests. 

If any of the samples are found to be adulter-

ated, these will be sent back to Dudhsagar dairy 

and it will be charged for the loss. 

The official said in the order that even as inves-

tigations are on, the Food and Drugs Control 

Administration (FDCA) ought to carry out an in-

dependent investigation into the adulteration 

racket. The order states it appears that the 

adulteration took place in the month of June 

2020, as GCMMF had written two letters, dated 

July 3 and July 7, to Dudhsagar dairy on the is-

sue. 
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Shamalbhai Patel elected new chairman of GCMMF 
JUL 23, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/shamalbhai-patel-elected-new-chairman-of-gcmmf/ 

 
hamalbhai Patel is currently chairman of 

the Sabarkantha District Co-operative 

Milk Producers’ Union. Mr Patel is unani-

mously elected as chairman of GCMMF. 

GCMMF is the apex marketing body of Amul 

brand. GCMMF is the marketing body of the 

‘Amul’ brand of milk and other dairy products. 

Valamji Humbal is chairman of the Kutch Dis-

trict Co- operative Milk Producers’ Union which 

also known as Sarhad Dairy. He is elected as 

vice chairman of the GCMMF. The marketing 

federation owning Amul Brand has its head-

quarters in Anand. Also read Amul’s group turn-

over crosses USD 7 Billion 

The election took place on thursday at Anand. 

All the chairman of state’s 18 dairy co- opera-

tives were present as they are also members of 

the GCMMF board. 

The election process 

The state government appointed BJP leader I K 

Jadeja, as the election observer . He announced 

that the federation members unanimously ac-

cepted the proposal to appoint Patel as 

GCMMF’s chairman and Humbal as vice chair-

man. 

Outgoing chairman Ramsinh Parmar and vice 

chairman Jetha Bharwad held these posts for 

the last two and a half years. 

Mr Patel said that his priority will be to ensure 

better procurement prices for milk producers. 

These were his first words after bening selected 

as a chairman GCMMF. Also read Amul launch 

Janmaya vegetable oil to support oilseed farm-

ers from Gujarat 

“I will also try to work as per the Amul pattern 

to develop the dairy and animal husbandry sec-

tor,” said Patel, who heads the Sabarkantha Dis-

trict Co-operative Milk Producers’ Union, also 

known as Sabar Dairy. 

GCMMF Vice Chairman Humbal said the need 

was to ensure consumers get milk and its prod-

ucts at reasonable prices. 

“The Sarhad Dairy came into existence during 

the tenure of Sh Narendra Modi as chief minis-

ter of Gujarat. I believe we should not neglect 

milk consumers. We need to ensure that people 

get good quality milk and its products at an af-

fordable price,” Humbal said. 
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Fake foods and food frauds is a new normal: Latest EUROPOL-INTERPOL Operation findings 
JUL 23, 2020 
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ings/ 

 
he latest operation OPSON has siezed 

more than €100 million worth of poten-

tially dangerous food and drinks .  Intel-

lectual Property Crime Coordinated Coali-

tion and INTERPOL jointly coordinated this op-

eration. So far a total of 672 individuals were ar-

rested in this operation. Still with investigations 

ongoing in many countries. 

Police, customs, national food regulatory au-

thorities and private sector partners across 78 

countries* took part in the five-month OPSON 

VIII operation which ran from December 2018 

through April 2019. India is also amongst the 

countries which participated in it. 

In total, some 16000 tonnes and 33 million litres 

of potentially dangerous fake food and drink 

seized in this operation. More than 67000 

checks were carried out at shops, markets, air-

ports, seaports and industrial estates. 

Tampered expiry dates on cheese and chicken, 

controlled medicines added to beverages were 

amongst the offenses discovered during the op-

eration. Meat was also found to be stored in 

unsanitary conditions. 

As in previous operations, illicit alcohol was the 

most seized item, totaling over 33 000 metric 

tonnes, followed by cereals and grains (+/- 3 

628 metric tonnes) and condiments (+/- 1 136 

metric tonnes). 

Greed is good 

“This operation shows yet again that criminals 

will take advantage of any and every oppor-

tunity open to them to make a profit. The vol-

ume of the seizures confirms that food fraud af-

fects all types of products, and all regions of the 

world”, said Jari Liukku, Head of Europol’s Euro-

pean Serious and Organised Crime Centre. “It is 

hurting the consumers’ wallets: in the best of 

cases, food fraud is the deception of consum-

ers, whereby they pay for something they do 

not get, but in the worst cases, food fraud can 

result in serious harm to the public’s health. It is 

the duty of Europol and law enforcement more 

generally to make sure that what consumers get 

in their plates is genuine and safe.” 

“Counterfeit and substandard food and bever-

ages can be found on the shelves in shops 

around the world, and their increasing sale 

online is exacerbating the threat that food 

crime poses to the public,” said INTERPOL’s Di-

rector of Organized and Emerging Crime, Paul 

Stanfield. “Operation Opson VIII saw a substan-

tial amount of counterfeit food and drink taken 

out of circulation, but there is much more that 

can be done. INTERPOL calls for further efforts 

and better coordination at the national, re-

gional and international levels in order to stem 

this tide which endangers the health of consum-

ers worldwide”. 

Even children are not spared 

The investigations run at the national level 

brought to light the fact that criminals will fake 

any type of food and drink with no thought to 

the human cost as long as they make a profit. In 

Lithuania, the customs seized some 335 000 

counterfeit sweets packaged in a way to attract 

the attention of one of the most vulnerable 

consumer groups – children. In Italy, the NAS 

Carabinieri seized over 150 000 litres of tam-

pered poor quality sunflower oil made to look 
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like extra virgin oil by adding chlorophyll and 

beta-carotene to the finished product. 

Europol’s Intellectual Property Crime Coordina-

tion Centre, co-funded by the EUIPO, has been 

running this operation together with INTERPOL 

since 2011. A Europol mobile office was de-

ployed in March 2019 for this operation in Hun-

gary to support the local National Tax and Cus-

toms (NTCA) and National Food Chain Safety 

(NFCSO). 

OPSON VIII Participating countries 

Albania, Australia, Austria, Belarus, Belgium, 

Botswana, Bulgaria, Burundi, Cambodia, Came-

roon, Chile, China, Congo (Democratic Rep.), 

Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Ecuador, Eri-

trea, Eswatini, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, 

Gambia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guinea Bis-

sau, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, 

Jordan, Kenya, Latvia, Lesotho, Liechtenstein, 

Lithuania, Malaysia, Mauritania, Moldova, Mon-

tenegro, Namibia, Nepal, the Netherlands, Nige-

ria, North Macedonia, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, 

Portugal, Romania, Russia, Rwanda, Seychelles, 

Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Somalia, South 

Africa, South Korea, South Sudan, Spain, Sudan, 

Sweden, Switzerland, Tanzania, Thailand, Togo, 

Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom, Uruguay, 

United States, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

 

 

Rampant adulteration of ghee in Dudhsagar dairy shows the dark shades of ghee business 
JUL 23, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/rampant-adulteration-of-ghee-in-doodhsagar-dairy-shows-the-dark-shades-of-ghee-

business/ 

 
DCA teams from Ahmedabad and 

Gandhinagar have started collecting and 

testing ghee samples from Dudhsagar 

dairy , Mehsana. A letter from R S Sodhi , MD 

GCMMF to the board of dairy informed about 

this rampant adulteration in ghee. This letter 

asked to stop dispatch of 600 MT of ghee worth 

Rs 40 Crore . The sample of ghee was first 

checked at Amulfed Gandhinagar plant . It con-

tained 16% palm oil mixed in it. 

The registrar of cooperatives at Gandhinagar 

has asked the board directors of Dudhsagar 

dairy to suspend its managing director. The reg-

istrar has also directed the milk audit office 

Mehsana to begin criminal proceedings against 

all involved in ghee adulteration . 

Current FSSAI standard for ghee are inadequate 

to catch ghee adulteration 

Ghee industry is not as pure as it looks to be. 

Since last few years there have been many 

cases of ghee adulteration . The food authori-

ties are also aware of the inadequacy of the ex-

isting standards of ghee to test adulteration of 

palm oil in ghee. Now this case of adulterated 

ghee from Dudhsagar dairy Mehsana has shown 

the dark side of ghee business to the world. The 

industry hope to have new standards and test-

ing methodology for ghee from FSSAI soon. 

Food and drug control administration will be 

conducting an independent investigation into 

the case.GCMMF has written letters to the 

Mehsana dairy on July3 and 7 in this regard. The 

batches are from the production of June. There 

is still 512 Tonnes of ghee lying at company’s 

ware houses and their samples are collected for 

testing. 
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Explained: Why are dairy farmers in Maharashtra dumping their milk? 
July 23, 2020 9:37:35 am 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-dairy-farmers-in-maharashtra-are-dumping-their-milk-6515952/ 

 
ilk prices are again in the news and 

this time the low realisations at 

farmer ends have brought them on 

the streets. Dairy farmers in Maharashtra have 

started a series of protests from Monday 

against the low prices dairies are paying them 

at present. As farmers take to dumping their 

milk on roads and stopping milk supply to urban 

areas, dairies blame the COVID-19 pan-

demic and the frequent lockdowns as the rea-

son behind the recent price corrections. 

A look into the problem and why a quick solu-

tion does not seem to be in the offing. 

How the COVID-19 pandemic has soured the 

dairy business 

Since the last week of April dairies in Maharash-

tra have started slashing procurement prices 

they pay to farmers for their milk. In May, dair-

ies in Tamil Nadu had effected a similar cut in 

procurement prices with the Karnataka dairy 

unions also announcing price correction by Rs 2 

per liter. In case of Maharashtra, farmers who 

were paid at the rate of Rs 30 per liter for their 

milk with 3.5 per cent fat and 8.5 per cent SNF 

(solid-not-fat) saw a steady decline in their real-

isations with dairies now paying between Rs 17-

22.50 per liter. This steady decrease in their 

prices has led to the present protest with multi-

ple farmer organisations taking to the streets. 

The opposition BJP in Maharashtra has also 

joined the fray with the party calling for state-

wide agitation from August 1 in this regard. 

Dairies claim the pandemic has severely af-

fected their capacity to pay. During the initial 

days of lockdown, dairies saw products like 

ghee, cheese, butter, ultra heat treated milk 

(sold in cartons) fly off the shelves as people 

stocked up. However, the closure of institu-

tional buyers like ice cream manufacturers, 

sweet shops etc saw dairies reporting sharp dip 

in their milk sales. Excess milk is converted by 

dairies into skimmed milk powder (SMP) which 

they either trade on commodities platforms or 

reconvert into liquid milk when their collection 

goes down. Estimates by the dairy industry has 

pegged that at present the country has around 

2 lakh tonnes of SMP which is further hitting 

their bottom lines. 

The rapid spread of the pandemic has seen 

many urban centers and states again go for a 

lockdown. Further social distancing norms, have 

put brakes on marriages and other social gath-

erings. Festivals normally see dairies doing brisk 

business as sales of ghee, sweets etc peak, but 

the pandemic hangs over both the upcoming 

Raksha Bandhan as well as the Ganesh Cha-

turthi later in August. Before the lockdown, 

SMP in domestic market was around Rs 270-300 

per kg but since then prices have collapsed to 

the present Rs 160-170 per kg which has seen 

dairies having no other option but to incur stor-

age cost on it. Also the return of the lockdown 

has seen businesses such as sweetshops, road 

side chaiwallahs, industrial canteens again clos-

ing down which has led to a further decrease in 

milk demand. A combination of both lower 

sales and unsold commodities have led to the 

present crisis with dairies not ruling out further 

price correction in the days to come. 
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Maha churns butter for Centre, wants margarine off the table 
July 22, 2020 

https://www.freepressjournal.in/mumbai/maha-churns-butter-for-centre-wants-margarine-off-the-table 

umbai: Even as the milk crisis in the 

state over rising disparity between 

demand, supply and lower pricing 

has spilled on to the streets, the Maharashtra 

Dairy Development Minister Sunil Kedar has 

raised alarm over the use of margarine as a sub-

stitute to butter in the state and rest of the 

country. 

In a letter to Union Minister of Animal Hus-

bandry Giriraj Singh, Kedar said the food joints 

are indulging in the rampant illegal substitution 

of butter with margarine causing huge eco-

nomic losses to genuine dairy farmers and de-

ceiving consumers. He added that both prod-

ucts are different with distinct nutritional values 

and use. 

In India, 5,000 tonne of table butter and marga-

rine is produced every day. Table butter costs 

Rs 400 per kg while margarine is Rs 100 per kg. 

Industry sources said margarine is a preferred 

choice because of its lower cost. Kedar has 

urged the Centre to ban the use of margarine as 

a substitute to butter. He has called for amend-

ments in Food Safety and Standards Authority 

of India (FSSAI) standards to prevent illegal sub-

stitution of butter with margarine. 

‘’In India around 150 companies are registered 

under vegetable oil processing or proprietary 

products, which are involved in manufacturing 

and sale of margarine. Various multinational 

companies are also manufacturing margarine 

and aggressively marketing their products on a 

large scale. Due to availability of cheap substi-

tute and analogous products such as margarine 

some food joints are tempted to maliciously use 

food products as consumers cannot distin-

guish,’’ said Kedar. He added that around 25 to 

30 per cent of the table butter is substituted by 

margarine. Such malpractices on the part of 

traders are ultimately causing huge economic 

losses to poor dairy farmers. 

Kedar said there are restrictions imposed for 

the use of margarine in the US and Europe. 

‘’There are different colours used to differenti-

ate margarine from butter. This can be intro-

duced in India too,’’ he noted. He has appealed 

to the Centre to direct FSSAI to suitably modify 

the regulations of margarine to protect the in-

terest of large consumers’ health and poor milk 

farmers’ economy. 
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airy farmers in Maharashtra are again 

suffering from a milk price crisis . It is 

due to lower demand of milk and milk 

products and huge stocks for dairy commodi-

ties. Dairy farmers in the state are agitating by 

dumping milk on roads and blocking supply of 

milk to the cities. Similar corrections in milk 

prices have been happening in Tamil Nadu 

and Karnataka also. 

In Maharashtra, the milk prices have plum-

meted down from Rs 30 per liter to Rs 17-22.50 

per liter during the pandemic. There are many 

groups which are leading the farmer’s agitation 

in the state. They are raising multiple demands 

to the government for a plausible solution to 

this crisis. 

Leaders meeting the minister 

The representatives of dairy farmers on de-

manded the government’s intervention amid 

the ongoing farmer’s stir in the state. The 

leader of agitating farmers Sudabahu Khot met 

the Animal husbandry minister Sunil Chhatrapal 

Kedar. The leaders submitted their request to 

provide subsidy to farmers and announce ex-

port subsidy on SMP. 

The minister assured to take this request to 

cabinet level for discussions and approval. Dairy 

farmers of the Swabhimani Shetkari Sangathana 

on tuesday split milk on the roads in Sangli. 

They were demanding raise in milk procure-

ment price to Rs 25 per liter. 

The state government shared their initiatives 

during this period. They have purchased 5.80 

crore litres milk in more than three months . 

Which has been converted into 3500 metric 

tonnes of SMP by spending around ₹200 crore. 

Does agitating farmers know what they need ? 

The farmer’s representative organisations are 

not in unison over their demands. The per litre 

subsidy request ranged between ₹5 and ₹10, 

while some of them demanded subsidy on SMP. 

Ajit Nawale of milk producers Sangharsh Samiti 

said that they have demanded the subsidy of 

₹10 per liter. This subsidy should be credited di-

rectly into the accounts of the farmers. It may 

not be given to the milk collecting bodies. He 

demanded an intervention scheme to ensure 

that the farmers get at least ₹30 a litre as pro-

curement price. 

The Opposition BJP has now launched a state-

wide agitation against the drop in prices. BJP 

leaders have submitted demands for a Rs 10 per 

litre subsidy for dairy farmers. They also de-

manded Rs 50 per kg subsidy for milk powder. 

Novel strategies beyond price subsidy 

Dairies and the state government are pushing 

for revival of the decentralised scheme by 

NDDB. It is for the creation of a buffer stock of 

SMP. The state government and local dairies 

feel this scheme will help get over the present 

crisis of lower farmer’s price. 

This SMP is also a traded commodity with In-

dia’s average annual exports being around 1 

lakh tonnes. The country currently have an SMP 

stocks of around 200000 MT due to global re-

cession. Unsold SMP stock and lower demands 

for milk and milk products, dairies have started 

slashing prices paid to farmers. 

NDDB maintained a decentralised stock of SMP 

with cooperative dairies. This stock was auc-

tioned off as per market requirement earlier in 

nineties. This buffer stock helped stabilise the 

liquid milk market in times of excess milk pro-

duction. It also helped the market when pro-

duction dipped by using the buffers. 

Senior state government officials have re-

quested the central government to reintroduce 

the scheme. Central government as well as 

NDDB have been told about this. MD of a coop-

erative dairy added that around 40-50,000 
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tonnes could be demarcated as buffer stock. 

This will immediately bring up SMP prices and 

help dairies pay their farmers better. 

“The subsidy never reaches the farmers. The 

benefit of such schemes only goes to the milk 

unions, federations and private brands. Mr 

Raghunath Patil, state chief of Shetkar Sanga-

thana demanded to sell the excess SMP at fair 

price shops . 

Previous Fadnavis government had announced 

a subsidy of ₹5 a litre for procurement of the 

milk. There was also a ₹50 per kg subsidy for 

the export of the SMP. The farmers have, how-

ever, alleged irregularities by the milk collecting 

unions, federations and private brands depriv-

ing farmers of the benefits. 

 

 

AP, AMUL sign up to help self-help groups, boost milk cooperatives 
July 21, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/ap-amul-sign-up-to-help-self-help-groups-boost-milk-co-

operatives/article32152998.ece 

ndhra Pradesh Government has signed 

an MoU with the milk cooperative gi-

ant AMUL (Anand Milk Union Limited) 

to provide fillip to the empowerment of women 

self-help groups and by encouraging the milk 

cooperatives in government sector. 

Terming Andhra Pradesh as the gateway to the 

South, State Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan 

Reddy, said, “AMUL will help the women groups 

and give dairy farming in cooperative sector an 

opportunity and exposure to world class infra-

structure, technology and marketing opportuni-

ties which would improve their standard of liv-

ing and in self-reliance of women.” 

The MoU was signed by Special Chief Secretary 

Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Dairy Devel-

opment Poonam Malkondaiah and AMUL Chen-

nai Zonal Head Rajan on behalf of AMUL. 

The Chief Minister spoke with Gujarat Coopera-

tive Milk Marketing Federation Managing Direc-

tor RS Sodi, and Chairman of Sabarkant District 

Cooperative Milk Producers Union Limited, 

Sambalbhai Patel through a video conference. 

The Chief Minister said that IRMA (Institute of 

Rural Management) should be started in the 

State and Pulivendula has all the facilities that 

can host the unit for research and training, he 

said. 

Sodi said the State has been producing 4 crore 

litres of milk per day and appreciated the State 

Government initiatives towards women self-re-

liance. The MoU will be mutually beneficial. 

Though the State stands fourth in milk produc-

tion, only 24 per cent was going to the organ-

ised sector. The partnership with AMUL is seen 

to help farmers and SHGs get good price. 

Under YSR Cheyutha and YSR Aasara, the State 

is providing 90 lakh women SHGs ₹11,000 crore 

per year. 

The State sees itself as a gateway to the South 

with Ananthapur, Chittoor, Visakhapatnam be-

ing closer to the neighbouring States and Tel-

angana being close, it has the potential of being 

a marketing hub. 

 

 

Milk dumped to draw govt’s attention 
Jul 21, 2020 
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nashik/milk-dumped-to-draw-govts-attention/arti-

cleshow/77072719.cms 

ashik: A group of dairy farmers in Akole 

town, of Ahmednagar district, on Mon-

day, dumped their milk stock on the 

road to draw the state government’s attention 

to their deteriorating financial condition 

brought on by the Covid-related lockdown. 

The stir was organised by the Dudh Udpadakh 

Sethkari Sangharsh Samiti, the apex body of dif-

ferent dairy farmers’ outfits in the state. 

The farmers gathered near the milk collection 

centre at Akole town raising slogans on the 

need for the government to intervene. Ajit Na-

vale, the chief of the samiti, told TOI that the 

lockdown in the state has aggravated the finan-

cial problems of lakhs of milk farmers. 

“The milk farmers are financially distressed as 

the price of the commodity has been going 

down following a significant dip in the demand. 

We want the state government to provide Rs 10 

per litre as a subsidy to each milk farmer and 

transfer the amount directly to their bank ac-

count,” said Navale. 

According to him, the milk farmers are currently 

compelled to sell milk at around Rs 16-18 per li-

tre, against the Rs 30- 35 per litre price milk 

commanded before the lockdown began. 

“As the demand for milk had decreased during 

the lockdown, the state government had 

started a scheme of buying around 10 lakh litre 

of milk from farmers daily at Rs 25 per litre to 

push the prices in the market. But it did not 

yield positive results,” added Navale. 

Atish Shelke, a milk farmer, said the constant 

rise in prices of cattle fodder has only added to 

the woes. “We have incurred losses by spilling 

milk on the road but it was necessary to draw 

the attention of our government,” said Shelke. 

 

 

Maharashtra farmers seek Rs 10/liter as milk subsidy 
JUL 21, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/maharashtra-farmers-seek-rs-10-liter-as-milk-subsidy/ 

 
ovid-19 pandemic has forced the dairy 

processors to reduce milk prices at 

farmer’s level. This is either due to de-

cline in demand of milk in the wake of lock-

downs and curfew or due to huge piles of dairy 

stocks. In some parts of the Maharashtra state 

the milk prices have almost halved since Feb 

2020. 

All India Kisan Sabha is the farmer wing of the 

CPI(M). On July 20, its members protested 

against low prices of milk and poured milk on 

the roads.Dr Ajit Navale, of All India Kisan Sabha 

demanded Rs 10/ liter subsidy directly to the 

farmer’s account. 

There has been a differential milk pricing in Ma-

harashtra . Dairies in districts like Kolhapur and 

Sangli continue to pay around Rs 25-26 per liter. 

Other dairies in Ahmednagar ,Solapur belt are 

paying between Rs 17 to Rs 22.50 per liter. 

Swabhimani Shetkari Sangthana founded by 

Raju Shetti will be staging a protest in the state 

on July 21st. SSS is demanding a milk subsidy of 

Rs 5 per liter. The farmer’s outfit has declared a 

milk holiday on tuesday. Sh Chandrakant Patil , 

former minister BJP has also demanded a Rs 

10/liter subsidy for the farmers. The opposition 
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will launch its agitation from 1st of August. The 

leaders are also pointing towards Rs 6 per liter 

subsidy given in the neigboring state of Karna-

taka. 

Mr Patil along with Sudabahu Khot submitted a 

proposal to the Sangli collector in this regard. In 

turn the state revenue minister Balasaheb Tho-

rat, blamed central government on their deci-

sion to invoke TRQ for import of 10000 MT SMP 

at reduced duty. 

 

Amul stops dispatch of 600 MT of ghee packed in Mehsana Union plant at Rajasthan 
JUL 21, 2020 

https://dairynews7x7.com/amul-stops-dispatch-of-600-mt-of-ghee-packed-in-mehsana-union-plant-at-rajasthan/ 

 
CMMF and Mehsana Dudhsagar Dairy 

will not be dispatching 600 MT of ghee 

to the market.This ghee has been pro-

duced at the Mehsana Doodhsagar dairy situ-

ated at Dudu , Rajasthan. Suspicion of high adul-

teration in this ghee has led to this decision. 

Last month Rajastha POlice detected adultera-

tion in ghee manufactured at the Mehsana 

Doodsagar dairy plant at Dudu . The ghee sam-

ple was having around 16% palm oil. Amul’s MD 

Mr R S Sodhi wrote to chairman Mehsana 

Doodhsagar dairy that adulteration could easily 

be found in ghee. 

Mr Ashok Chaudhary, board of director, 

Mehsana dairy cited this incident of adultera-

tion as unfortunate. The said ghee is to be mar-

keted under the brand Amul which has very 

high level of trust and credibility. The culprits 

must be punished and the samples may be 

tested in some other labs also for validation. 

The driver was caught redhanded and a com-

plaint is filed by Rajasthan Police so there is no 

scope for any politics in the case. 

 

 

Explained: Why India’s largest milk cooperative is returning to edible oil business 
July 20, 2020 8:28:54 am 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/gujarat-cooperative-milk-marketing-federation-limited-edible-oil-

business-6512306/ 

he Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing 

Federation Limited (GCMMF) had faced 

a serious crisis in the 1990s — when it 

was selling edible oil under the brand name 

‘Dhara’ and adulterated oil led to dropsy epi-

demic in which lives were lost. GCMMF eventu-

ally exited the oil business in 2004. 

After a 15-year hiatus, the country’s biggest 

milk cooperative, which is Amul’s parent com-

pany, has now acquired a closed edible oil plant 

at Palanpur in north Gujarat that will tap locally 

grown oilseeds. 

A look at why and how GCMMF is returning to 

the edible oil business, and its learning from the 

previous setback. 

What is GCMMF’s edible oil project and what 

are its expansion plans? 

“We have launched a pilot project in Gujarat on 

a very small-scale. Our Banaskantha district’s 

Cooperative Milk Producers’ Union Limited has 
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acquired an edible oil plant with a 250-tonne 

per day capacity at Palanpur. We have started 

processing three types of oil — groundnut, mus-

tard and cotton seed — at the plant,” said man-

aging director, GCMMF, R S Sodhi. 

The milk cooperative is currently targeting the 

Gujarat market and has introduced the product 

in Ahmedabad, Vadodara and Anand. It plans to 

expand to the neighbouring Rajasthan. Shankar 

Chaudhary, a BJP leader and chairman of 

Banaskantha District Cooperative Milk Produc-

ers’ Union Limited, said the project would mean 

extra remuneration for farmers. “Farmers of 

Banaskantha already grow mustard, groundnut 

and cotton in large quantities. So, the way we 

have created value-added products for milk, we 

plan to create similar products for farmers 

growing oil seeds. A team had been researching 

on value-adding agricultural commodities for 

two and a half years. The edible oil project is a 

result of this project,” said Chaudhary, who 

heads the Banas Dairy. 

Chaudhary said the edible oil plant acquired for 

the project was lying closed for the last 7-8 

years. 

Why did GCMMF venture into selling edible oil 

in the first place? 

When Dr Verghese Kurien was at the helm of af-

fairs at GCMMF and NDDB — both headquar-

tered at Anand town of Gujarat— NDDB (Na-

tional Dairy Development Board) had launched 

edible oil in 1988 under the brand name ‘Dhara’ 

as part of its Golden Flow operation aimed at 

curbing the sale of loose oil in the market. 

GCMMF was appointed as the sole selling agent 

and the milk cooperative union continued to 

distribute it till March 31, 2003. 

“Dhara was launched under the edible oil mar-

keting intervention scheme on the request of 

the Government of India. We used to sell Dhara 

on behalf of NDDB. Dhara became number one 

brand under Dr Kurien. It became so big that 

about 35 per cent of our Rs 1,000-crore revenue 

in 1994-95 came from the oil business,” said So-

dhi, who was the branch manager for GCMMF 

in Ahmedabad, when Dhara was launched in 

the city. 

What led to GCMMF suspending the edible oil 

business? 

In 1998, adulterated mustard oil had led to 

dropsy epidemic which left several dead and ill 

in many parts of the country. Several state gov-

ernments even banned mustard oil after arge-

mone oil, an adulterant, was found in several oil 

brands that were tested. Dhara was one of the 

affected brands. A Delhi court had in 2017 fined 

both NDDB and GCMMF in the matter. 

Five years after dropsy surfaced, GCMMF exited 

from selling Dhara on March 31, 2004. Mother 

Dairy Fruit and Vegetable (MDFVL) took over 

the marketing of the brand and it currently 

manufactures edible oil in Rajasthan, Gujarat, 

Madhya Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. 

What are the lessons that GCMMF learnt from 

the dropsy episode? 

“Oil is no doubt a slippery business. So we are 

very cautious. Dropsy was a very serious issue. 

One has to be very careful of the source of raw 

material. We are not using the Amul brand any-

where. Nowhere on the edible oil pack Amul is 

mentioned,” says Sodhi. 

For the new launch, GCMMF will be using the 

brand name “Janmay”, which means “newly 

born” or “fresh”.  The product will be made 

available in Amul parlours. 

“This is a learning curve for us. We have placed 

the product in the open market. Edible oil is a 

different sector altogether for us and we are 

also learning. We will scale up gradually,” he 

added. 

How is the raw material being procured for pro-

ducing the oil for the new GCMMF venture? 

Banaskantha grows groundnut, cotton and mus-

tard and so GCMMF is sourcing the oil seeds lo-

cally. It plans to tap farmers in its milk produc-

tion network who also grow these crops in their 

farms. “The farmers who are selling milk are the 
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same.” GCMMF plans to tap 3.6 million milk 

producers in its network who are also farmers 

cultivating oil seeds like groundnut, cottonseed 

and mustard. 

 

 

Raju Shetti calls for milk blockade on July 21 
 JULY 19, 2020 23:21 IST 
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ith dairy farmers across Maharash-

tra in dire straits in the wake of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the Raju Shetti-

led Swabhimani Shetkari Sanghatana (SSS) has 

demanded that the State government provide a 

subsidy of ₹5 per litre of milk while announcing 

a special package to offset their losses. 

The Swabhimani Paksha, along with the Left-af-

filiated All Indian Kisan Sabha (AIKS), has called 

for a symbolic day-long milk blockade on July 

21. “While farmers will stop milk distribution on 

July 21, we have urged them to desist from agi-

tating by throwing their excess milk. Instead of 

this wastage, milk will be distributed to the 

needy,” Mr. Shetti said, warning that the agita-

tion would intensify if the State government 

fails to meet the farmers’ demands. 

Speaking to The Hindu from Kolhapur, Mr. 

Shetti, a two-time former MP from Hatkanan-

gale, warned of the precipitously falling levels of 

milk procurement owing to successive COVID-

19-induced lockdowns. 

Bearing the brunt 

“Farmers have borne the brunt of the lock-

down, with hotels, ice cream parlours, malls re-

maining largely shut and marriage functions not 

taking place at their usual scale. As a result, 

apart from packaged milk, the demand for milk 

products and ancillary products like butter, milk 

powder, shrikhand has reduced drastically, 

leading to 55 lakh litres of milk lying unused 

from the State’s daily average procurement of 

1.19 crore litres,” he said. 

Mr. Shetti said the rates of milk powder had 

dipped from ₹330 to ₹160 per kg, while that of 

butter had declined sharply from ₹320 to ₹200 

per kg. Most of the packaged milk was only be-

ing sold by big cooperatives, with the lesser 

dairy farmers having no options to sell their 

milk produce, he said. 

‘Give ₹500-cr. package’ 

Mr. Shetti said, “All this has resulted in milk 

prices falling from ₹35 to ₹17-20 per litre. Our 

demands are clear: the State government, be-

sides giving a subsidy of ₹5 per litre, should pro-

vide a subsidy of ₹50 per kg on milk powder.” 

He added that a package of ₹500-crore over a 

three-month period was not much of a burden 

on the State exchequer. 

He also condemned the Centre’s decision to im-

port milk powder despite thousands of tonnes 

of the commodity lying unsold in Maharashtra 
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and other parts of the country. He said in a noti-

fication dated June 23, the Union Ministry of Fi-

nance exempted imports of milk and cream un-

der the Tariff Rate Quota. He also urged the 

Centre to waive the GST on milk powder, butter 

and ghee to provide immediate relief to dairy 

farmers. 

He said, “The notification allows import of 

10,000 tonnes of milk powder. There are 50,000 

tonnes of the item lying about in Maharashtra. 

At this critical juncture, what is the need for the 

Centre to import and undercut domestic dairy 

farmers?” 

Mr. Shetti said if the Centre does not stop the 

import of milk powder, or if the State does not 

accede to the Swabhimani Paksha’s demands, 

he would intensify the milk agitation, regardless 

of whether there was a lockdown or not. 

‘Against fruitless talks’ 

Dr. Ajit Nawale, State General Secretary, AIKS, 

said when the State government purchased 10 

lakh litres of milk a couple of months ago, the 

move benefited only larger cooperatives, while 

78% of private and smaller dairy farmers could 

not avail of the benefits. He said, “While the 

government has invited the AIKS, the Shetkari 

Sanghatana and dairy producers for discussions 

on July 21, we are opposed to such fruitless par-

leys. Instead of wasting time, the government 

should immediately credit a subsidy of ₹10 to 

the farmers’ bank accounts.” 

Dr. Nawale said if no financial alleviation is an-

nounced soon, the dairy farmers will have no 

choice but to intensify their agitation, which will 

be backed to the hilt by the AIKS. 
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mul , the taste of India , has registered 

a turnover of ₹38,542 crore for the fi-

nancial year 2019-20. It showed a 

growth of 17 per cent over previous year. The 

group turnover in all product categories under 

Amul brand is more than  ₹52,000 crore, or $7 

billion in 2019-20. This information was shared 

during the 46th Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

held in Anand on July 18th. 

Amul’s turnover was ₹8,005 crore in 2009-10 

and has grown by almost five times to ₹38,542 

crore in 2019-20. Amul has shown growth 

through rapid expansion in processing capaci-

ties as well as it’s product mix beyond dairy 

also. 

GCMMF has now set their eyes to achieve a 

group turnover of ₹1 lakh crore by 2024-25 . It 

also aspire to become amongst the top three 

dairy players in the world. Amul is the ninth 

largest dairy in the world today. 

Double the milk price ; Quintuple the milk pro-

cured 

Ramsinh Parmar, chairman, GCMMF informed 

that during the last decade, milk procurement 

has witnessed a phenomenal increase of 138% . 

It was around 90.93 Lakhs Liters Per Day (LLPD) 

in the year 2009-10 and now in 2019-20 it has 

become 215.96 LLPD . 

Ther has been an increase in milk procurement 

price paid to their producer farmers by 127% . It 

was ₹337 per kg fat in the year 2009-10 and has 

reached to  ₹765 per kg fat in the year 2019-20. 
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Amul has also converted the crisis brough by 

Covid into an opportunity. 

“In the lockdown period, milk unions of Gujarat 

procured an additional 35 lakh litres of milk per 

day, which means, we have given around ₹800 

crore extra to the rural milk producers,” Parmar 

said. 

Amul model has played a major role in making 

the country Átma-nirbhar or self-sufficient in 

the dairy sector. Mr R S Sodhi is quite positive 

about Rs 15000 Cr infrastructure fund as 

launched by the government. He looks it as an 

opportunity to create infrastructure for 4-5 

crore litres of additional milk processing per 

day. It would also create job opportunity for 30-

35 lakhs people. 

GCMMF Board and Chairman on behalf of the 

36 lakh milk producer members of Gujarat, ex-

pressed gratitude to the central government , 

for not joining the Regional Comprehensive Eco-

nomic Partnership (RCEP) and considering the 

interests of 10 crore dairy farmers of the coun-

try. 
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ndia and USA are keen to sign an FTA deal 

soon. US is interested in having this deal 

signed before US presidential elections in 

November. Initial deal could conclude restora-

tion of gsp status to Indian products in US. In 

turn USA has sought access to its farm and man-

ufacturing products. The news may not be very 

good for Indian dairy farmers. In this report 

published by Grain , let us understand on whats 

in it for Indian dairy farmers. 

India imposed sanitary and phytosanitary stand-

ards on dairy imports in 2003. These and similar 

market access have blocked the entry of US 

goods. In December 2018 ,India allowed dairy 

imports to enter from the US with strict manda-

tory certification. The certification required that 

the it should not be from cows fed with feed 

containing “blood meal, internal organs, or ru-

minant tissues” . 

Use of blood meal and growth hormone in US 

Such products would be unacceptable for the 

majority of Indians due to their cultural and reli-

gious sensitivities. The US has so far been reluc-

tant to comply and describes these require-

ments as “scientifically unwarranted”. As per 

few reports , Indian government is considering 

offering restricted access to US dairy . This ac-

cess may be granted with a 5% tariff and limited 

quotas under the FTA. This would be a big 

change from the current tariff of 30% to 60%. 

Another big concern about US dairy products is 

the use of the genetically modified growth hor-

mone. This hormone is known as the recombi-

nant bovine somatotropin (rBST) . I t is used to 

increase cows’ milk production by 10-15%. Milk 

from rBST-treated cows is used to make ice 

cream, butter, cheese and yogurt. The US Food 

and Drug Administration has approved the use 

of this hormone back in 1993 . The use of hor-

mones is banned in the EU, Canada, and many 

other countries but still it is used in the US. De-

spite that ,Canada is now forced to import rBST 

milk products from the US under the USMCA. 

Fragmented milk production in India 
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There are 150 million dairy farmers in India, 

producing more milk than any other country. 

The vast majority of these farmers are small 

landholders, with two or three cows or buffa-

loes. Dairy is the backbone of rural India. More 

than 70% of what consumers pay for milk goes 

to the producers. 

Extensive dairy farming in USA 

The dairy industry in the US consists of dairy 

farms with mega-sized operations. There has 

been a declining number of dairy farms and ris-

ing number of cows per farm. Around 35% of 

milk produced in the US comes from farms with 

more than 2,500 cows, and 45% comes from 

farms with less than 1,000 cows. Some of the 

mega dairy farms have as many as 30,000 cows. 

The increasing concentration of the sector re-

quires government subsidies to offset prices 

which are lower than the cost of production. 

In 2015, the US government doled out $22.2 bil-

lion in direct and indirect subsidies to its dairy 

sector. US dairy farmers operate at a loss, and 

have a higher cost of production that is higher 

than what they earn from the marketplace. The 

processors and manufacturers, especially Kraft 

Foods, Dean Foods and Land O’Lakes normally 

rely on the purchase of milk at prices below the 

costs of production. It offers them a significant 

competitive advantage. 

USA strategy of expanding dairy exports under 

FTAs 

The US dairy industry is expecting to boost reve-

nues by $23 billion in the next decade due to 

the removal of tariff and non-tariff barriers un-

der the US-China FTA.Similarly, the USMCA has 

created new market opportunities in Canada’s 

highly protected dairy sector.These include pro-

visions on geographical indications that will help 

prevent future losses of US market access for 

cheeses with common names such as “blue” or 

“Swiss”. 

US dairy exports are increasing by more than 

$314 million a year. It would grow under US-

MCA according to the International Trade Com-

mission. The story with the US-Japan FTA is not 

very different. Japan agreed to eliminate its 

40% cheese tariffs within 15 years and its whey 

duties in 5 to 20 years, depending on the 

type.In fact, Japanese tariffs on hard cheeses 

dropped from 29.8% to 26% on 1 January 2020 

and to 24.2% on 1 April 2020.The priority given 

to dairy under these recent deals indicates that 

US corporations will want a substantial share of 

India’s market, too. 
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aharashtra is facing the wrath of 

Covid pandemic severely. All major 

cities and towns of the state are 

have been imposing lockdowns now and then. 

This has led to drastic drop in milk demand in 

the state. 

The state has a total production of around 12 

million litres milk per day. The decline in de-

mand has led to excess milk in the state to the 

tune of close to 40% of this production. The 

pouch milk demand pre covid period was close 

to 86 lakh lpd. Now this demand is for 67 lakh 

lpd of milk only. 

Few months back the farmers were getting a 

price of Rs 33-34 per liter for their produce. As 

per cost estimation, the farmer produces this 

milk at Rs 27-28 per liter. Currently due to poor 

demand the prices of milk has come down to Rs 

16-17 per liter since March. 

Mr Raju Shetti, former MP and Swabhini Shet-

kari Sangathana (SSS) leader shared his concern. 

He talked about the immense pressure on dairy 

farmers due to this situation. He demanded Rs 5 

per liter as a special government grant for the 

farmers. 

He also showed his annoyance over the TRQ no-

tification which allows import of 10000 MT of 

SMP . He stated that in the presence of around 

50000 MT of SMP stock in the state, this notifi-

cation would worsen the situation further. SSS 

will launch a one day agitation on July 21 to 

support dairy farmers. There are also news that 

BJP and alliance would also be launching one 

day agitation . It would be done on August 1 

with a demand of Rs 10/liter from the govern-

ment. 

 

 

Detergent, refined oil found in milk samples 
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GRA: As many as 25 samples of milk, 

paneer and other dairy products col-

lected by the Food Safety and Drug Ad-

ministration (FSDA) on suspicion of adulteration 

failed thelaboratory tests . Detergent, refined 

oil and externally added glucose were found in 

the milk samples . Khoya samples were also 

found to be laced with refined oil and starch. 

Some 25 samples of milk and dairy products 

were collected in February. Of these, detergent 

was found in six milk samples, five samples of 

khoya were found hazardous for human con-

sumption and one sample of paneer also failed 

the lab test. 

Manoj Kumar Verma, designated officer at 

FSDA, said, “The 25 samples of milk and dairy 

products collected during a special campaign 

ahead of Holi have failed the lab test. Notices 

have been sent to them. We have asked the 

headquarters for permission to file a case 

against them under the Food Safety and Stand-

ards Act, 2006.” 
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Adulteration in milk can hamper physical and 

mental growth in children. If consumed regu-

larly, it can cause acute gastritis, diarrhea, dys-

entery, dehydration and kidney inflammation, 

among other health issues. 

Adulteration in food items can lead to cancella-

tion of food licences and imprisonment ranging 

between six months to life. Besides, the crimi-

nal offence attracts a fine up to Rs 10 lakh. 

 

 

Dairy industry falls on hard times 
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he dairy sector is reeling from an un-

precedented financial crisis brought 

upon it by the coronavirus pandemic. 

A bulk of the demand for milk comes from res-

taurants, tea vendors, hotels and government 

schools for the midday meal programme. Now, 

with all sectors closed for several months, de-

mand for milk has plummeted by 25%, say trad-

ers. 

A. Srinivas, a retailer of Dodla Dairy, used to sell 

over 160 litres of milk a day from a small outlet 

in Anantapur city. Now, he manages to barely 

sell over a 100 litres a day, as shops are being 

allowed to remain open only between 6 a.m. 

and 11 a.m., leading to a drop in customers. 

Vijaya Dairy defunct 

In an indication of the crisis that the sector finds 

itself in, the Andhra Pradesh Dairy Development 

Cooperative Federation Limited milk processing 

unit (Vijaya Dairy) has seen its entire market of 

3,500 litres a day getting almost wiped out. 

“We are currently processing only 400 litres a 

day from its capacity to process about 1 lakh li-

tres a day,” said Dairy Development Deputy Di-

rector Sasankadhara. “Milk supply to schools 

was the mainstay of the unit since 2016, but 

COVID-19 has dealt a body blow to even this 

source of income,” he said. 

During the initial days of the lockdown, the dis-

trict administration had asked Vijaya Dairy to 

supply milk to the people living in containment 

zones, which kept their business going for two 

months. However, when the government 

stopped the supply of essentials in those areas, 

the Federation stopped procurement of milk al-

together. 

The milk processing unit, which used to process 

about 80,000 litres a day till 2016, stopped pro-

curement completely after it lost its entire mar-

ket in Telangana. The government is now in 

talks with the Gujarat Cooperative Milk Market-

ing Federation Ltd. (GCMMF) that sells products 

under the brand name Amul to revive Vijaya 

Dairy in six districts of Andhra Pradesh. 

Salaries pending 

Vijaya Dairy currently has 27 permanent staff in 

the six districts of Anantapur, Chittoor, Kadapa, 

East Godavari, West Godavari and Krishna, but 

none of them are being paid their salaries for 

the past eight months. Only the outsourced 

staff working on those processing units were 

paid for some time, but even their salaries are 

pending for the last two months, it is learnt. 
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 new partnership between five Euro-

pean companies and research institu-

tions is receiving funding from EIT 

Food. This is done in order to build a diagnostic 

platform to improve the on-site testing capacity 

of the food industry. This system will be deliver-

ing results in less than one hour. 

Swiss de Code, Microbion, IATA CSIC, University 

of Helsinki and Eurofins jointly, have been 

awarded Euro 790000 from EIT foods. This 

funding is a part of the Covid-19 Rapid response 

call for Innovation projects. 

The funding will support the development of a 

platform to help food companies quickly detect 

the presence of Corona virus on food processing 

surfaces. 

The platform is an automated testing device 

that will be installed directly at the food pro-

cessing facilities. It will be providing results in 

less than an hour with no need for complex in-

strumentation or specialised person. 

This collaboration is amongst five countries 

from EU namely Switzerland, Italy, Finland, 

Spain and France.  

 

MD of Magadh dairy died of Corona at Gaya 
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ll farmers and professionals working in 

dairy sector are no where less than a 

corona warrior. The whole nation is 

facing the wrath of this pandemic. The situation 

in Bihar is becoming grim and death toll is mov-

ing upwards. 

Mr Awadhesh Kumar Karan, Managing Director 

Magadh dairy , became the first casualty of a 

high ranked dairy professional. He was sincerely 

delivering his duty and leading the team till re-

cently. On July 13, Mr Awadhesh was admitted 

to the ANMCH Covid hospital . He couldn’t sur-

vive longer and passed away on July 15th. There 

has been complaints that the hospital staff is 

not doing their jobs sincerely. 

The whole staff of Magadh dairy is in a shock. 

Sh Awadhesh began his journey as a marketing 

officer and reached to a level of Managing di-

rector. He got retired and was on two years ex-

tension at this position. Sh Kamlesh Kumar 

Singh and Sh Jitendra Kumar (ex chairman and 

current chairman of the dairy) joined others in 

offering their condolences to the departed soul. 
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nion Minister Giriraj Singh launched 

the implementation guidelines for the 

Rs 15,000 crore Animal Husbandry In-

frastructure Development Fund (AHIDF). This 

fund seeks to boost processing capacities in 

dairy and meat segments. The Union Cabinet 

approved this fund on June 24 under the Aat-

manirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan stimulus package. 

It aims to incentivise investment by individual 

entrepreneurs, private companies, MSMEs, 

Farmers Producers Organisation (FPOs) and Sec-

tion 8 companies to establish dairy and meat 

processing and value addition infrastructure as 

well as animal feed plants, an official statement 

said. 

As per the guidelines, the project under AHIDF 

would be eligible for loan up to 90 per cent of 

estimated cost from scheduled banks. The Cen-

tre will provide 3 per cent interest subsidy on 

these loans. 

The Minister said the government is focusing on 

breed improvement to increase milk production 

as well as working towards enhancing pro-

cessing capacities, the statement said. 

India is producing 188 million tonne milk cur-

rently. Milk production in India may reach 330 

MT by 2024. The government is trying to in-

crease the processing of milk from 20-25 % cur-

rently to 40%%. 

An exclusive fund to support private sector in 

milk processing 

He said the Dairy Processing Infrastructure De-

velopment Fund (DIDF) is for the cooperative 

sector . AHIDF is first such scheme for the pri-

vate sector. 

” This will also increase export of dairy products 

which is presently negligible. India needs to go 

up to the standards of countries like New Zea-

land in the dairy sector,” Singh said. The fund 

will help in icreased milk production and benefit 

millions of farmers in the country. 

He expressed satisfaction that during COVID-19 

lockdown, dairy farmers could maintain steady 

supply of milk to the consumers. 

AHIDF will mainly support MSMEs and private 

companies. The private sector also need promo-

tion and incentivisation for their involvement in 

processing and value addition infrastructure. 

The eligible beneficiaries under the scheme 

would be FPOs, MSMEs, Section 8 companies, 

private companies and individual entrepreneurs 

with minimum 10 per cent margin money con-

tribution by them. The balance 90 per cent 

would be the loan component to be made avail-

able by scheduled banks. 

3% Interest subvention 

The Centre will provide 3 per cent interest sub-

vention to eligible beneficiaries. There will be 2-

year moratorium for principal loan amount and 

6-year repayment period thereafter. 

The central government would also set up 

Credit Guarantee Fund of Rs 750 crore. NABARD 

will be managing this fund. All sanctioned pro-

jects which are covered under MSME defined 

ceilings would get credit guarantee. 

The guarantee coverage would be up to 25 per 

cent of credit facility of borrower. The benefi-

ciaries intending to invest for establishing dairy 
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and meat processing and value addition infra-

structure or strengthening of the existing infra-

structure can apply for loan in the scheduled 

bank through “Udyami Mitra” portal of SIDBI, it 

added. 

The Rs 15,000 crore AHIDF and the interest sub-

vention scheme for private investors will ensure 

availability of capital to meet upfront invest-

ment required for these projects and also help 

enhance overall returns/ pay back for investors, 

it said. 

Almost 50-60 per cent of final value of dairy 

output in India flows back to farmers. Therefore 

growth in this sector can have significant direct 

impact on the farmer”s income. 

Nature of investments 

The investment incentivisation in AHIDF would 

only leverage seven times private investment. It 

would also motivate farmers to invest more on 

inputs thereby driving higher productivity lead-

ing to increase in farmers” incomes. 

AHIDF would also help in direct and indirect 

livelihood creation for 35 lakh persons, the 

statement said.The fund will promote invest-

ments in building processing capacities for value 

added milk products. Ice cream units, Cheese 

plants, Flavored milk, Milk powder and whey 

proteins are some of these value added prod-

ucts. 

Minister of State for Fisheries, Animal Hus-

bandry and Dairying Pratap Chandra Sarangi 

said the government has decided to vaccinate 

53.5 crore animals. Four crores animals have 

been vaccinated till now. PTI MJH ANU ANU 
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he Food Safety and Standards Authority 

of India (FSSAI) is gearing up to scale up 

its ‘Eat Right Campus’ programme over 

the next two years, with the aim of promoting 

healthy and safe food across educational insti-

tutes, corporate offices, hospitals and govern-

ment offices. 

Eat Right Campus certificates are given to cor-

porate offices and educational institutes after 

conducting third-party audits to check if they 

meet the parameters of the programme. The 

parameters include food safety measures, steps 

to ensure provision of healthy and environmen-

tally sustainable food, and building awareness 

among the individuals in the campus to make 

the right food choices 

So far 28 Eat Right Campus certificates have 

been awarded to educational institutes and cor-

porate campuses, and 30 additional certificates 

are in the pipeline, according to FSSAI. 

Responding to BusinessLine queries, FSSAI CEO 

Arun Singhal said: “In the next two years, we 

plan to scale up the initiative in a big way across 

the country. FSSAI is engaging various institu-

tions of national importance, government col-

leges, universities, IITs, IIMs, hospitals, and Cen-

tral government ministries, to enrol them into 

the programme. 

“Additionally, FSSAI is working with industry as-

sociations such as CII (Confederation of Indian 

Industry), FICCI (Federation of Indian Chambers 

of Commerce and Industry), ASSOCHAM (Asso-

ciated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of 

India) and NASSCOM (National Association of 

Software and Service Companies)to enrol most 

of the bigger campuses, to begin with, and 

reach out to other corporates as we move for-

ward. Finally, States will further engage with lo-
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cal campuses for enrolment. Therefore, we ex-

pect this initiative to grow exponentially in the 

coming years.” 

Singhal said the food available in campuses 

should be safe and healthy, given that diet-re-

lated diseases such as obesity, diabetes, high 

blood pressure and heart diseases are rising at 

an alarming rate. 

So far, educational institutes such as IIT-Roor-

kee, IIT-Gandhinagar, IIM-Ahmedabad, Lal Ba-

hadur Shastri National Academy of Administra-

tion (Mussoorie) and Nirma University (Ahmed-

abad) have bagged the certificate. Corporate of-

fices and campuses of players such as Marico 

(Mumbai), Wipro (Bengaluru), Mercedes-Benz 

India (Pune), ITC (Mysuru), HCL (Noida), 

Genpact (Gurugram), Hyundai Motor India (Kan-

cheepuram) and Nestle India (Goa) have also 

got Eat Right Campus certificates. 

Once enrolled in the programme, a campus or 

office premise undergoes a self-assessment or 

third-party audit by an FSSAI-empanelled 

agency, to identify gaps and areas of improve-

ment based on a check-list. The campus admin-

istration is then given some time to address the 

gaps which may include training of food safety 

supervisors and on safe food practices. 

Once these improvements are made, the cam-

pus undergoes a third-party audit and is given a 

rating on a five-star scale. If a campus scores 

three or more stars, it is certified as an Eat Right 

Campus, and the certification is valid for two 

years. 
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Legen-Dairy breakthroughs in bovine technology 
12:00 AM, July 31, 2020 

https://www.thedailystar.net/toggle/news/legen-dairy-breakthroughs-bovine-technology-1938253 

 
he simple act of feeding and caring for a 

cow harks back to a bygone era at the 

dawn of the agricultural revolution. And 

yet modern dairy farming is constantly search-

ing for new innovations. Keeping the cows 

happy and healthy is important in dairy farming 

and efforts to raise the bar in milk production 

efficiency require farms to know how much an 

individual cow eats, how much she drinks, how 

much she moves, her body temperature and 

stress levels so as to correctly judge farm profit-

ability. Technology has been the main driving 

force in bridging the intelligence and efficiency 

gap although it may not seem apparent but new 

technologies involving sensors and big data ana-

lytics are making farms approach light speed ef-

ficiency in how they operate. 

Smart Collars for Cows 

Imagine a Fitbit for your beloved cattle. Then 

stop imagining and say hello to the cow collar. 

Yes, the wearable technology trend has come to 

the farmyard. And with cow collars you can 

gather a huge amount of data on the health, 

habits and happiness of your herd. A Dutch 

company has developed technology to follow 

the movements and activities of cows. The high-

tech system, powered by AI and motion sen-

sors, is called "The Intelligent Dairy Farmer's As-

sistant." The company, Connecterra, launched 

the system in the United States in December 

2017 after several years of testing and opera-

tions in Europe. 

Information such as steps per day and rumina-

tion is collected and sent to a portal that you 

can access from anywhere via laptop or 

smartphone. You can also share any abnormal 

data with your vet, making it easier to detect ill-

ness and resolve it faster. 

Facial Recognition 

If you believe all cows look the same more or 

less, you might want to read on. Cows in some 

districts of Punjab are currently part of an intri-

guing project that involves machine learning 

telling one cow apart from the other. Every cow 

and buffalo are distinguishable as agritech 

startup Mooofarm, the brains behind the algo-

rithm, claims to have 95% accuracy in distin-

guishing one from the other. The algorithm only 

requires pictures of each cow or buffalo from 

different angles, backgrounds and light. 

Founded in 2017, Mooofarm is an agritech firm 

dedicated to finding technical solutions for dairy 

farmers by helping them keep their cattle 

healthy and increase their income by improving 

the milk quality. The startup has built a digital 

ecosystem of cattle through its mobile app that 

leverages data analytics to provide farm and 

cattle management solutions to dairy farmers 

such as digitizing the life cycle of their cattle, 

connecting them to input suppliers for. 

Robotic Milking 

Cows don't like change. Yep, for cow-kind it's 

consistency that goes down best. That's just 

one of the reasons robotic milking technology is 

beginning to take off. 

Robotic milking has been commercially availa-

ble since the early nineties. Yet thanks to dra-

matic improvements in the technology and the 

compelling prospect of enhanced milk yields, 

more and more farmers are making the switch 

to robots. Thanks to special sensors - or collars 

like those mentioned above - farmers can col-
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lect all kinds of data on each cow's health, pro-

duction levels and milking frequency. The ro-

bots can even collect data on milk quality, fat 

content and white blood cell count - diverting 

milk to a separate container for calf consump-

tion if it's not suitable for humans. 

Car Wash for Cows? 

Ah, that's the spot. So says the cow who just si-

dled alongside the swinging brush. Four million 

cows around the world are getting groomed on 

demand thanks to this spruce piece of tech, the 

movements and brushes of which cover all an-

gles of the their body. 

Used for almost a decade. This is a simple rotat-

ing brush similar to one used in a carwash but 

made specifically to match the contours of a 

cow's body. The brush begins rotating when a 

cow makes contact with it - and stops when 

they walk away. In an effort to boost cow's 

comfort, research shows the rotating cow brush 

aid blood circulation which in turn improves 

milk production and child birth 

Smart technology and data play important roles 

on modern dairy farms. And while these new 

tools of the trade are helping to optimize the 

production of milk and meat, technology is also 

meant to help dairy farmers fulfill another pur-

pose: improve the well-being of their cows.  

 

 

Allergic to milk? 
03 August 2020 

https://www.telegraphindia.com/health/allergic-to-milk/cid/1787581 

 
ilk is the first food that infants ingest 

for sustenance. It contains a sugar 

called lactose which cannot be ab-

sorbed by the body as it is. Lactose is broken 

down in the intestines by the enzyme lactase 

into glucose and galactose, which is then ab-

sorbed. 

At birth, the intestines contain plenty of lactase. 

Its production is determined by a gene which is 

switched on at birth. The lactase gradually de-

creases as the child gets older. After the age of 

one, 400ml of milk is all that is required in a 

day. 

The production of lactase is genetically deter-

mined. About 60 per cent Indians are unable to 

digest large volumes of dairy products as they 

age because the level of this enzyme drops. In 

Europe, the gene is slightly different. Most of 

the population continue to produce large quan-

tities of lactase well into adult life. They can tol-

erate larger volumes of milk and dairy products. 

If the lactase production is insufficient, then the 

lactose remains undigested and moves into the 

large intestine. The bacteria present there 

break down and ferment the lactose, causing 

the typical symptoms of intolerance such as ab-

dominal distention, bloating, gas formation, 

stomach cramps and diarrhoea.   

Lactose intolerance runs in families and usually 

sets in with increasing age. Such people con-

tinue to be able to tolerate small amounts of 

milk but they have to be careful not to overload 

their digestive tract. Curd is often better toler-

ated than milk. Low lactose milk, ice cream, 

dairy products and probiotics are widely mar-

keted to help with this condition. 

Diarrhoea due to viruses, bacteria or food poi-

soning can cause intestinal hurry. The small hair 

(villi) lining the intestine and responsible for the 
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breakdown and absorption of lactose can get 

washed off. Avoiding all milk and milk products 

for 48 hours gives the intestines time to recover 

and regrow the villi. The diarrhoea will subside 

faster if this is done. Lactose intolerance is diag-

nosed based on the symptoms. It can be con-

firmed with the hydrogen breath test and lac-

tose tolerance test. 

Cow’s milk allergy can occur in up to 15 per cent 

babies and manifest as weaning starts. It can 

also occur in breastfed infants if the mother is 

drinking cow’s milk. The allergy can also occur 

with sheep, goat, buffalo and camel milk, so 

changing the origin of the milk is not a solution. 

It is due to an abnormal response by the child’s 

immune system. 

Symptoms can start immediately after ingesting 

milk or a few hours later. There may be tingling 

around the nose and mouth, swelling of the lips, 

vomiting, abdominal pain, diarrhoea, rashes, 

itching and urticaria. Abdominal cramps, diar-

rhoea with blood, watery eyes and a runny nose 

may take longer to appear. 

Milk allergy requires avoiding milk and milk 

products. It tends to run in families. Read food 

labels carefully to make sure no milk protein or 

powder is added. Minute quantities of milk can 

cause allergies, unlike milk intolerance where 

the symptoms are dose-related. The good news 

is that children can suddenly outgrow the al-

lergy. 

 

 

Dairy Defined: How the Fight Against “Bogus Butter” Changed the World 
07/27/2020 

https://www.marketscreener.com/news/Dairy-Defined-How-the-Fight-Against-ldquo-Bogus-Butter-rdquo-

Changed-the-World--30995661/ 

hey called it 'Butterine,' and it was the 

'innovation' of its times. 

But it was an imposter. Dairy fought its 

labeling chicanery, with outcomes that have 

benefited consumers ever since. 

That's why everyone should remember - and be 

thankful for - the Butter Act. 

Sunday, Aug. 2, is the anniversary of what was 

officially named the Oleomargarine Act, signed 

by President Grover Cleveland in 1886. The 

product of heated Congressional debate, what 

became remembered as the Butter Act of 

1886 created what to this day remains the only 

standard of identity for a food product set by 

Congress rather than regulators. 

It was also a precursor to the food-safety sys-

tem that protects U.S. consumers to this day. 

Context: In 1886, the United States was living in 

the Wild West, literally - the Gunfight at the OK 

Corral had happened only five years earlier. The 

food arena's Wild West was marked by an utter 

absence of consumer protections from some-

times-deadly food swindles. Honest dairy farm-

ers struggled to protect their reputations from 

unscrupulous makers of products like 'swill 

milk' - concoctions heavily adulterated to boost 

profits - and pathogen-bearing raw milk 

that sickened families in the days before pas-

teurization. 

Enter margarine. Invented in France in 1869, 

mass production in the U.S. was quickly domi-

nated by Chicago meatpackers (soon to be im-

mortalized in a famous novel about their manu-

facturing practices - 'The Jungle,' by Upton Sin-

clair) who saw a profitable use for previously 

wasted animal fat. Made cheaply and sold 

widely, margarine was promoted as a suitable 

butter substitute, even though its main similar-

ity came from the yellow dye added to make 

consumers think it was a dairy equivalent. 

With no restrictions on marketing claims and no 

legal definition of what butter was and wasn't, 

animal-fat purveyors intentionally blurred the 
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line between butter and 'butterine,' sometimes 

attempting to pass off what dairy advocates 

called 'bogus butter' as real. Dairy farmers wor-

ried that, over time, a lack of clear distinction 

would erode consumer and create a less trans-

parent marketplace. States began passing 

patchworks of laws regulating, taxing and iden-

tifying oleomargarine - sometimes by requiring 

it to be dyed pink. But as the patchwork prolif-

erated, a national solution was clearly needed. 

Congress debated. The list of dairy's opponents 

was long, including the meatpackers; industries 

that didn't think the government should regu-

late private economic activity, interstate com-

merce, agriculture or public health; and news-

paper naysayers who wondered why dairy did-

n't simply accept 'innovation' and found butter 

disputes faintly ridiculous. In the end, passage 

was overwhelming and bipartisan, with opposi-

tion mostly confined to lawmakers from south-

ern states who argued that defining butter vio-

lated 'states' rights.' 

Dairy won. And by establishing a role for the 

federal government in regulating food, consum-

ers won as well - in ways that would turn out to 

be much more profound than the simple differ-

ences between two products. 

Twenty years later, spurred on by 'The Jungle' - 

which exposed deplorable conditions among 

the same meatpackers who opposed the Butter 

Act - Congress passed the Pure Food and Drug 

Act, the foundation of today's food-safety regu-

lation. Standards of identity that define what 

foods are and aren't became accepted necessi-

ties for a fair marketplace. Product formulations 

became more transparent. And marketing 

claims that try to peddle one product by inap-

propriately implying it has the qualities of an-

other were stifled by a federal government now 

empowered to protect consumers. 

At least, when that government chooses to act. 

While swill milk is gone and the Wild West has 

been at least somewhat tamed, today's self-

styled 'innovators' still try to gain an unfair mar-

keting edge by misleading labeling implying 

they're something they're not. Think plant-

based 'butters' that are really nothing more 

than margarines at best. Think artificially con-

cocted liquid mixtures labeled as 'milks' that are 

nutritionally more like a high-school chemistry 

project than a natural, wholesome food. 

With fewer dairy farmers to speak up and a bet-

ter-funded opposition, the fight for integrity is 

tougher now than in 1886. But history teaches 

us the battle's worth fighting, and the market-

place works better when there is truthful and 

non-misleading labeling. Are consumers better 

off today knowing that butter is butter and mar-

garine is margarine? Absolutely. Did margarine 

find an appropriate place in the market, even 

though it was no longer called 'butterine?' Yes, 

it did, despite their protestations. And did the 

federal government, after decades of prodding, 

do the right thing in protecting product integrity 

and requiring clear labeling? Obviously, yes 

again. But none of it happened without sus-

tained, sincere effort and appropriate and ef-

fective government action. 

Progress often comes via fits, false starts and 

setbacks. But it happens. On August 2, look in 

your refrigerator and remember how butter 

helped change the world. Be thankful for the 

nineteenth-century crusaders who helped en-

sure it's there for you. And remember how our 

responses to today's challenges will shape to-

morrow's world. Let's celebrate the Butter Act 

and insist the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-

tion enforce it against today's equivalent of yes-

teryear's butter imposters. 
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491 Liter Adulterated Milk Destroyed 
26th July 2020 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/491-liter-adulterated-milk-destroyed-985139.html 

AISALABAD, (UrduPoint / Pakistan Point 

News - 26th Jul, 2020 ) :Punjab food Au-

thority (PFA) has destroyed 491 liters 

adulterated milk here on Sunday. PFA spokes-

man said here that the PFA teams at Sargo-

dha Road Bypass checked 22 vehiclescarrying 

milk to supply it on various city milk shops and 

hotels early in the morning. 

The teamsfound 491liters adulterated milk 

which was destroyed on the spot, he added. 

 

Coronavirus: China millennials drink milk to boost immunity 
Jul 24, 2020 15:11 IST 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/health/coronavirus-china-millennials-drink-milk-to-boost-immunity/story-

5ZZNVDyCzsN9MLZzsprKOL.html 

 
ne debate fuelled by the virus is about 

whether to have steamed buns and 

congee (porridge) for breakfast, or milk 

and toast. It’s a serious question in China, 

where the government is pushing people to 

drink milk to get more protein, a vital ingredient 

in building the body’s immune system. 

Parents “should prepare enough milk and eggs 

every morning for your children…no congee 

should be allowed as breakfast,” said Zhang 

Wenhong, a doctor at the infectious diseases 

department at Shanghai’s Huashan Hospital and 

one of China’s most outspoken critics of the na-

tion’s diet since the start of the Covid-19 out-

break. 

Zhang’s view has some serious backing. At this 

year’s National People’s Congress, China’s an-

nual meeting of parliament, a lawmaker sug-

gested the government should make it a na-

tional strategy to encourage every person to 

drink at least 300 grams of milk a day – about 

half a pint. 

The comments triggered debates on social me-

dia about whether milk provides irreplaceable 

nutrition, whether China’s traditional diet needs 

more animal protein, and how universal “life-

long milk drinking” will affect food security and 

the environment. The sudden focus on improv-

ing immunity could have global repercussions, 

from dairy farms in Australia to deforestation in 

the Amazon, and hurt efforts to curb climate 

change. 

Because of its large population, China is already 

second to the U.S. in dairy sales and is forecast 

to take the top spot by 2022. It’s also the third-

largest producer of cow’s milk. Yet it has a lot of 

room to grow. Annual per capita consumption 

has risen to about 34 liters, according to China’s 

State Administration for Market Regulation -- 

that’s still a fraction of the 100 liters the aver-

age Australian consumes. 

By 2025, China’s government expects milk pro-

duction to reach 45 million tons, 30 times what 

it was in 1980. That will mean dedicating more 

farmland to raising and feeding cows, both at 

home and abroad. 

With limited farmland in China, the increase is a 

global issue. In the three decades to 2010, the 

amount of corn used to feed livestock in China 

grew sixfold and the animal consumption of 
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soybeans ninefold. Greenhouse gas emissions 

from China’s livestock, a major source of me-

thane, more than doubled. That may be good 

news for Brazil’s soybean growers but bad news 

for the Amazon. China buys about three quar-

ters of Brazil’s soybeans, a trade that has been 

blamed for a rise in deforestation. 

Carbon Footprint 

Programs to promote dairy “will largely coun-

teract the endeavors by China’s government, 

people and those in other industries to reduce 

our overall carbon footprint,” said Jian Yi, 

founder of the Good Food Fund, which pro-

motes sustainable food systems in China. They 

could have a “catastrophic” effect on the envi-

ronment, he said. 

The rise of big industrial farms has led to water 

contamination and threats to human health as 

cows are housed in cramped conditions and 

routinely given antibiotics and other drugs, ac-

cording to Mia MacDonald, founder of New 

York-based non-profit Brighter Green. 

Critics of dairy consumption say that the food 

doesn’t prevent people from getting the coro-

navirus and that there are other ways to add 

protein to a diet. Animal welfare groups point 

to studies that indicate cow’s milk may contrib-

ute to health problems such as cancer, diabetes 

and heart disease. 

Such arguments carry little weight in China, 

where social media sites such as Weibo are full 

of posts accusing the West of double standards, 

pointing out that per capita protein consump-

tion is far higher in developed nations. 

On Douban.com, a social media platform popu-

lar with millennials, a group called “If You Love 

Drinking Milk, Hands Up” has almost 100,000 

members and over 800 chat threads. Some 

share their favorite brands, others post shop-

ping receipts to prove they drink a liter of milk a 

day. There are even tips on how to overcome 

lactose intolerance: “Mix it with the same 

amount of water; then no problem,” one sug-

gests. 

Most of the group’s members grew up in an era 

since the 1980s when the government was 

pushing milk in TV ads. But there’s another fac-

tor driving dairy’s popularity – social status. 

“Having fresh milk delivered home was a sym-

bol of superiority,” said Fan Zhihong, nutrition-

ist and professor at China Agricultural Univer-

sity, remembering her childhood in Beijing. Her 

family was one of the few who had milk sent to 

their house because her grandfather was a re-

tired cadre in the 1970s. “Only rich families 

could afford snacks made from dairy products.” 

 

 

Free milk, food drive-thru scheduled for July 28 at Oswego Speedway 
Jul 24, 2020 

https://www.nny360.com/news/oswegocounty/free-milk-food-drive-thru-event-scheduled-at-oswego-speed-

way/article_86414f5f-3b92-5c0c-8701-4d4806d72f7b.html 

SWEGO — Through the Coronavirus 

Food Assistance Program (C.F.A.P.), 

government-funded grants have been 

made available to food banks and community 

organizations to help provide much needed 

food to those in need. 

American Dairy Association North East is work-

ing with Upstate Niagara Cooperative, Renzi 

Foodservice and community partners to facili-

tate the distribution of more than 2,000 gallons 

of milk and more than 21,000 pounds of addi-

tional food through a local drive-thru event. 

There will be 405 boxes of meat, 360 boxes of 

produce and 315 boxes of additional dairy 

items, each containing 20 pounds of products. 

Each vehicle will receive two gallons of milk and 

one of each box, while supplies last. 
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The event will begin at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, July 

28, at the Oswego Speedway, 300 E. Albany St., 

Oswego 

To ensure the safety and health of all involved 

in the distribution, there will be a drive-thru dis-

tribution process for this event. All drivers and 

passengers must remain in their vehicles and 

will be prompted to open their trunk to receive 

milk and products. If cars do not have a trunk, 

they will be prompted to open their window. 

Walk-ups will not be permitted. No registration 

or paperwork is required for this distribution. 

During the month of June, ADANE collaborated 

with dairy companies and local community 

groups to distribute more than 200,000 gallons 

of milk. In July, ADANE is expecting to facilitate 

the distribution of another 200,000 gallons of 

milk. 

 

Local groups team up with Dairy Alliance to donate surplus milk 
Jul 24, 2020 

https://statesville.com/news/local-groups-team-up-with-dairy-alliance-to-donate-surplus-milk/article_bd622de2-

cdc0-11ea-9329-177e6a7e4665.html 

ROUTMAN —  There was no crying over 

spilled milk at the Iredell County Fair-

grounds on Friday as the Borden Dairy, 

the Dairy Alliance, and the NC Cooperative Ex-

tension teamed up to hand out around 4,000 

gallons of milk to the public on Friday. 

Volunteers, including several from Horizon 

Church, loaded up people's cars, trucks, and 

vans with as much milk as they wanted. 

"We know there are several people out there 

now trying to find help, so if we can help out, 

that's the best," Elizabeth Moretz of the Dairy 

Alliance said. 

Borden supplied the milk after receiving federal 

funds to get milk out to those who wanted and 

needed the milk. The NC Cooperative Extension 

helped line up the site for distribution and then 

the volunteers came to hand out the milk. Bor-

den and other milk companies across the coun-

try also supplied dairy products to food pantries 

and other charitable organizations. 

"It's a collaboration," Iredell County Coopera-

tive Extension agent Nancy Keith said. 

Like so many stories today, the coronavirus 

played a role. After schools and restaurants 

shut down or scaled back earlier this year, it 

created a surplus of milk. In April, there were 

headlines of dairy famers pouring out milk be-

cause they had no place to sell it. However, 

with help from the U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture, Borden purchased the milk from famers 

and distributed it to the public through events 

like this, what was once going to waste is now 

put in the hands of people.       

 

 

Starbucks is Launching Oat and Almond Milk Non-Dairy Coffee Creamers 
July 24, 2020 

https://www.perishablenews.com/dairy/starbucks-is-launching-oat-and-almond-milk-non-dairy-coffee-creamers/ 

t’s always music to our ears when a major 

company unveils a new vegan release. To-

day, that sing-song buzz comes courtesy of 

Starbucks and Nestlé. Earlier this week, the 

companies announced that two new Non-Dairy 

Creamers are launching nationwide. 

Available in Hazelnut Latte and Caramel Macchi-

ato, the products will be sold in the refrigerated 

dairy aisle at grocery chains across the country 

starting in August. The Hazelnut Latte is de-

scribed, per the press release, as being “crafted 

with flavors of rich hazelnuts to pair perfectly 

with our coffee for a delicious morning sip,” 
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while the Caramel Macchiato is “made with 

sweet, buttery caramel and hints of vanilla fla-

vor.” Both non-dairy creamers are made with a 

blend of almond milk and oat milk and boast 

the rich texture you know and love from con-

ventional dairy creamers. 

These new releases join the lineup of traditional 

dairy creamers that the two brands launched 

less summer and give vegans, the lactose-intol-

erant, and plant-curious folks alike the chance 

to indulge in a sweet, luxurious creamer. 

 

BJP, allies to launch statewide agitation seeking higher remuneration for dairy farmers 
July 20, 2020 1:37:09 am 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/bjp-allies-to-launch-statewide-agitation-seeking-higher-remuneration-for-

dairy-farmers-6513947/ 

 
HE BJP and its allies will launch a 

statewide protest to demand for higher 

remuneration for dairy milk farmers 

Monday. A decision in the matter was taken at 

a meeting chaired by former chief minis-

ter Devendra Fadnavis. 

Projecting a united front, Mahauti, the BJP, Shiv 

Sangram, Rashtriya Samaj Party, Ryat Kranti, 

and Republican Party of India (A) said their 

members would take to the streets with list of 

demands for dairy farmers. A written memoran-

dum listing their demands would also be pre-

sented to district collectors across Maharashtra. 

The saffron allies are seeking Rs 10 per litre sub-

sidy for milk. The demand comes in wake of 

steep decline in milk prices. 

The farmers are forced to sell per litre of milk 

for Rs 16-17. 

Claiming that farmers have stopped selling milk 

at collection centres as they are getting very 

low rates, Fadnavis said, “It does not cover their 

input cost. The prices of fodder and related ex-

penditure far exceeds their income. A minimum 

rate of Rs 27 per litre should be enforced. Un-

fortunately, rates have dipped to Rs 16 to Rs 18. 

And government is not doing anything to help 

farmers.” The BJP is also demanding a subsidy 

of Rs 50 per kg for milk powder manufacturers. 

In a joint statement, the BJP and its constituents 

said, “We want to hold peaceful agitation. We 

will present our demands to district collectors. 

Our demand is to ensure that dairy farmers’ 

concerns should be addressed.” It said if the 

state government fails to act on their demand, a 

massive agitation will be launched on August 1. 
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Milk giveaways continue, and we can ‘expect more’ through August 
JUL 20, 2020 

https://www.adirondackdailyenterprise.com/news/local-news/2020/07/milk-giveaways-continue-and-we-can-

expect-more-through-august/ 

 
ARANAC LAKE — On Saturday morning as 

folks lined up at the weekly farmers’ mar-

ket at Riverside Park, another kind of 

produce and dairy stand was happening in the 

Saranac Lake High School parking lot. The boxes 

of fruit and vegetables and dairy products, and 

the gallons of milk in the parking lot, however, 

were free, another in a series of local givea-

ways. 

Funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 

Farmers to Families Food Box program and 

staffed by volunteers, the giveaways have been 

part of an ongoing effort to connect farmers 

and their products with the public during the 

COVID-19 crisis. Glazier’s Food and Beverage 

Distributors of Malone, a fifth-generation fam-

ily-owned packing business, has been coordi-

nating with the farms and doing the distribu-

tion. 

The boxes of dairy, which included milk, sour 

cream, cottage cheese, string cheese and yo-

gurt, as well as additional gallons of milk — 

families have been able to receive up to six gal-

lons — have been sourced from Upstate Farms, 

a co-operative of more than 340 family-owned 

farms based in Syracuse. Produce boxes came 

filled with lettuces, potatoes, squash, carrots, 

oranges and nectarines — a bounty of local pro-

duce reminiscent of the Community Supported 

Agriculture boxes that have become increas-

ingly popular during the pandemic, when many 

shoppers have been staying at home. 

“It’s bodacious,” said Franklin County Legislator 

Lindy Ellis of the amount of food she and the 

volunteers have been able to give out, unloaded 

from the refrigerated trucks into the open 

trunks of waiting cars. Ellis and Saranac Lake vil-

lage Deputy Mayor Rich Shapiro coordinated 

the event, and were both on hand, swinging gal-

lons like old-school milkmen. 

“The last time we had maybe 40 cars in line by 

8:30, and then a steady stream,” Ellis said of the 

first giveaway at the high school, when 600 

boxes of dairy products and 1,600 gallons of 

milk were distributed to the patient convoy. 

As cars waited in line, volunteers went from 

window to window, registering people to vote. 

Other helpers gave out hand sanitizer and 

masks. 

There will be another produce and dairy givea-

way on Saturday, July 25, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

at the Franklin Town Hall in Vermontville. Ac-

cording to Ellis, the grant runs through the end 

of August, so “expect more.” 
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Milk and food distributions return to Southern Tier 
July 19th 2020, 

https://www.weny.com/story/42385110/milk-and-food-distributions-return-to-southern-tier 

OUTHERN TIER, N.Y. (WENY) - Milk and 

food distributions are coming back to the 

Southern Tier. The American Dairy Asso-

ciation North East says there will be distribu-

tions with a food drive-thru at the Tioga Fair-

grounds. It will be held this Wednesday begin-

ning at 4:00 p.m. 

There will also be two milk drive-thrus in Elmira. 

They will also both take place on Wednesday 

beginning at 10:00 a.m. One site is the old Tops 

Plaza on Main Street in Elmira. The other site is 

at Economic Opportunity Program. That is lo-

cated on Baldwin Street in Elmira. 

There will be 2,000 gallons of milk from Dairy 

Farmers of America as well as more than 21,000 

pounds of food such as meat, produce and 

other dairy products. There is a 2 gallon limit 

while supplies last. 

 

 

Spain plans to tighten rules for marketing of unpasteurized milk 
July 17, 2020 

https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/07/spain-plans-to-tighten-rules-for-marketing-of-unpasteurized-milk/ 

panish scientists have proposed addi-

tional requirements for the marketing of 

raw milk but have not gone as far as to 

ban it. 

European regulation allows unpasteurized milk 

for direct human consumption to be placed on 

the market without treatment to kill bacteria, 

parasites and viruses. The current situation in 

Spain follows this legislation with no additional 

requirements so raw milk can be sold regardless 

of volume. 

The Spanish Agency for Food Safety and Nutri-

tion (AESAN) asked its Scientific Committee to 

assess whether risk management measures re-

lated to raw milk intended for direct human 

consumption are adequate to provide a high 

level of consumer protection. Or if it was neces-

sary to prohibit raw milk sold in this way in 

Spain. 

Proposed measures include microbiological cri-

teria, mandatory packaging of milk and indicat-

ing on the label: “Raw milk without thermal 

treatment: boil before consumption” and 

“Maintain refrigerated at temperatures be-

tween 1 and 4 degrees C (34 to 39 degrees F). 

“It is recommended that a warning be included 

in the label, to avoid that consuming raw milk 

without following the measures required poses 

a health risk,” according to the committee. 

Adequate additional requirements 

Experts ruled these steps are adequate to pro-

vide a high level of protection to consumers of 

the product and that it was an improvement on 

the current situation. It was also recommended 

that a shelf life of three days be established. 

Proposals will be incorporated into a draft law. 

France, Italy, Austria, Finland and Latvia have 

managed marketing of raw milk with additional 

requirements on information for the consumer, 

limiting sales systems, and establishing microbi-

ological criteria. Placing raw milk or cream on 

the market for direct consumption in Scotland is 

banned. 

In 2018, the government in Catalonia decided to 

allow the direct sale of raw cow’s milk from pro-

ducers to consumers. Seventeen U.S. states per-

mit direct raw milk sales from farms to consum-

ers. 

Marketing of raw milk for direct sale to consum-

ers in Spain can be made by authorized firms 
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registered with the General Sanitary Registry of 

Food Businesses (RGSEAA). 

Protecting vulnerable groups 

The microbiological criteria proposed covers ab-

sence of Campylobacter, E. coli O157, Listeria 

monocytogenes and Salmonella in 25 millilitres 

in five units that make up a sample. 

“The proposed criteria focus on the main micro-

biological risks linked to foodborne diseases 

from the consumption of raw milk in the last 

few years in Europe. The sampling plan and pro-

posed limits lead to a low prevalence of said 

pathogens in the product. In the case of large 

batches, a sampling could be carried out for 

each batch,” according to the committee. 

Raw milk must always be packaged for sale to 

the end-consumer. Packaging must be closed 

immediately after filling, with a closing device 

that prevents contamination and must be de-

signed so that once open, the state of the prod-

uct can be easily judged. 

Food establishments that serve meals to vulner-

able groups such as hospitals, daycares, schools 

and retirement homes, cannot use raw milk as 

an ingredient. 

Owners of milk production holdings cannot di-

rectly supply raw milk to the end-consumer, or 

retail businesses that directly supply end-con-

sumers, except when they comply with the 

other rules. 

EU regulation allows at least 400,000 somatic 

cells per milliliter and up to 100,000 colony 

forming units per milliliter of bacteria in raw 

milk for producers. The Spanish committee said 

it was important to establish hygiene criteria 

stipulating somatic cells to be less than or equal 

to 300,000 per milliliter and bacteria at 30 de-

grees C (86 degrees F) less than or equal to 

50,000 per milliliter for cow’s milk. For sheep’s 

milk, a value less than or equal to 250,000 bac-

teria at 30 degrees C per milliliter must be de-

manded, they said. 

“Greater hygiene in the direct sale of raw milk 

to consumers is extremely important and must 

be included in the regulation, which would 

mean that only milk production holdings with 

high overall hygiene can sell this milk,” added 

the committee. 

 

Ron Wilson: Innovating with goat milk 
Posted Jul 17, 2020 at 12:58 PM 

https://www.thekansan.com/news/20200717/ron-wilson-innovating-with-goat-milk 

et steamed! No, I don’t mean get mad. 

I mean this might be a time to try 

steam aromatherapy with natural 

products made from goat milk. 

Today we’ll learn about an innovative Kansas 

business that has created an entire line of goat 

milk products, including shower steamers, and 

is marketing those products across America and 

beyond. 

Julie Riggins and her family are owners and cre-

ators of the Goat Milk Soap Store. Julie was liv-

ing in Texas with her husband when his business 

transferred him to Kansas City. She left her cor-

porate job to follow his career and became a 

stay-at-home mom. They chose to adopt addi-

tional children, and ultimately decided to move 

out of the city so the kids could grow up in a 

small-town environment. 

They found a farm in Franklin County, Kansas, 

and decided they should try to grow their own 

food. They bought some chickens and made a 

big garden. 

“Two of our kids are (cow milk) lactose intoler-

ant, so I figured I should get dairy goats,” Julie 

said. 

The Riggins family bought a herd of LaMancha 

dairy goats from a man in Missouri. They loved 

the goats. They also found themselves in a con-

stant cycle of feeding and watering. 
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“We moved to Franklin County thinking we 

would find a slower pace of life. We were defi-

nitely wrong, it never stops out here,” Julie said 

with a smile. 

Now Julie and her husband have eight children, 

including six whom they have adopted, and 

seven of those are living at home. Even with 

their large family, they found that the goats 

produced more milk than the family could con-

sume. 

They thought about other uses for the excess 

milk. They learned that goat milk has selenium 

and is high in Vitamin A, which is especially 

good for the skin. They made the goal milk into 

products such as soap and lotion which sold 

well at farmers markets and craft shows. 

In 2017, they opened a store in the nearby town 

of Ottawa. The store includes a showroom in 

the front and a production facility in the back. 

They also joined the From the Land of Kansas 

program offered by the Kansas Department of 

Agriculture. 

Today, the Goat Milk Soap Store produces an 

entire line of hand-made goat milk products in-

cluding soap, lotion, bath bombs, shower 

steamers, and various skin, lip, and hair prod-

ucts. They also offer soy candles and free-range 

eggs. 

“LaMancha goats are really good milkers,” Julie 

said. 

The Riggins family harvests the milk in season 

and freezes the excess to make their products 

year-round. 

“We follow the FDA guidelines to blend the oils, 

additives, and milk,” Julie said. “The salts and 

oils crystallize with the milk to produce a bar of 

soap that is good for the skin. Every bar of soap 

has a label telling which goat the milk came 

from.” 

The shower steamers can be used for steam 

aromatherapy. 

Baby LaMancha goats are exceptionally cute. 

“They have tiny little ears and the personality of 

a puppy,” Julie said. “They’re so friendly and cu-

rious, they will follow you around.” 

In addition to the retail store, the Goat Milk 

Soap Store offers online shopping. The website 

even includes a link where a person can Meet 

the Goats. These include June, Jessie, Mabel, Lil’ 

Bit, Peanut and many more. 

Their products have gone from coast to coast 

and as far away as Alaska, Puerto Rico, and mili-

tary bases in the Middle East. 

“God has blessed us,” Julie said. “Last fall we 

hosted a community Thanksgiving dinner, and 

300 people showed up. We want to give back to 

the community.” 

The store is in Ottawa. The farm is near the ru-

ral town of Pomona, population 832. Now, 

that’s rural. 

So get steamed. Use steam aromatherapy and 

other products made by the Goat Milk Soap 

Store. We commend Julie Riggins and her family 

for making a difference with hand-crafted prod-

ucts from the farm. I hope their business contin-

ues to pick up steam. 

 

 

FDA Announces Launch of Grade “A” Milk Search (GAMS) System 
July 16, 2020 

https://www.perishablenews.com/dairy/fda-announces-launch-of-grade-a-milk-search-gams-system/ 

he U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

announces the launch of the Grade “A” 

Milk Search (GAMS) System, a new tool 

that allows stakeholders to easily search the 

FDA’s online Grade “A” Milk Memoranda data-

base. 

The new searchable inventory contains all ac-

tive memoranda issued by the FDA related to 

oversight of the Grade “A” Program, including 

Memoranda of Conference Actions (IMS-a), 

Memoranda of Information (M-I), Memoranda 

of Interpretation (M-a) and Memoranda of Milk 
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Ordinance Equipment Compliance (M-b). The 

search capabilities of the GAMS System include 

both basic and advanced functions with options 

to allow for additional search fields, including 

document title/subject, type of memoranda 

and specific date ranges.  

This new database serves as a resource to state 

and local milk regulatory and rating agencies, 

the dairy industry, and other interested parties 

in the safe production of milk and milk products 

through the application of science-based food 

safety principles on the farm and at all stages 

through the processing chain. 

The GAMS System is maintained by the FDA’s 

Division of Dairy, Egg and Meat Products, Milk 

and Milk Products Branch in the FDA’s Center 

for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition (CFSAN).  

 

 


